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W
ith the kids now
back at school,
wouldn’t it be
great to create
bedrooms

they’d actuallywant to spend
time in—doing things like their
homework?
According toMichelle Podul-

sky and Sarah Franklin, the two
creative forces behind Some-
body Else’s Time, a Calgary-
based firm that handles organiz-
ing, decorating and chores for

busy families, the secret is to
give your kids creative freedom.
“Wedon’t give kids enough

credit,” says Podulsky, explain-
ing that after she and Franklin
helped the three children of one
familymake over their rooms
last year (with the children tak-
ing the lead), Franklin tried the
ideawith her own five-year-old
daughter.
“Whenwe opened the tin of

pink paint, I thought, ‘Ohmy
God,’ ” Franklin recalls, “but it
actually isn’t that bad, and she
loves the room.”
Here’s how it all worked out.

AROUNDTHE

HOUSE
Theart
of the rug

EVENT •Consideringanorien-
tal rugpurchase? TenThou-
sandVillageswill offer rugs
madeby fairlypaidadultsdur-
inganoriental rugevent from
Sept. 11 toSept27.Theheir-
loom-quality rugs, handmade
inPakistani homes,will be
available inavarietyof sizes
andcolours.
Thestore (220CrowchildTr.

N.W.)will presentan Introduc-
tion toOrientalRugsSeminar
onSept. 27at7p.m.
This seminardemonstrates

theancientartoforiental rug
creation, fromsettingup the
warp to tying the fringes, and
offersabroadoverview, ideal
for anyoneconsideringanori-
ental rugpurchase.
Admission is free, however,

reservationsare required.
Pleasecall 403-270-0631 for
reservation information.

—CalgaryHerald

Labelling
madeeasy

ORGANIZING •Need to label
those leftovers in the fridge?
Howabout school lunches for
the kids?Or circuit breaker
panels?
Whenyou lookaround the

house, you’ll nodoubt find
hundredsof uses forDymo’s
LetraTagPersonal label-maker.
The electronic gizmo comes

in both hand-held and desk-
topmodels, and featuresmul-
tiple font styles and text siz-
ing that you can previewbe-
fore actually printing the la-
bel. Just think howorganized
you’ll be—the label-makers
retail for $39.99 at Staples,
Wal-mart andGrand&Toy.

—CalgaryHerald

Bonus
atBondars

SPECIALOFFER •Bondars
Fine Furniture is part of a spe-
cial promotion fromstu-
diorowe retailers until Oct. 7
— choose fromany of 500
fabrics for your newsofa, sec-
tional, chair or ottomanwith-
out paying any extra for the
fabric selection.
Plus, there’s lots of home

decor learning and exploring.
Bring those pages you’ve torn
out ofmagazines, those paint
chips you’ve been carrying
around formonths or that
decorative pillowyoubought
at the antiquemarket and
they’ll bring the help.
Visit rowefurniture.com/

studiorowe formore informa-
tion, and bondars.com for
store location and information
in Calgary.

—CalgaryHerald

ROOMS
KiDSFOR

BY KIDS
Step 1: Take a deep
breath. Step 2: Give

your children the paint
chips. Step 3: Prepare
for the ‘wow’ factor

Manhattan Loft
“Iwanteda space thatwascalmbut that combinedart

andpolitics,” says this room’s 16-year-old owner,whose
interests in photography, literature (GeorgeOrwell’s
1984 is oneof her favourite novels) andart canbe
spotted in thedetails throughout.
Inspiredbya trip toNewYork, she alsowantedacon-

trast betweenold andnew—hence themodern furni-
ture (which shealreadyhad) and theornate, antique-
style light fixture andmirror.
Thebest part, she says, is that theuncluttered feel al-

lowsher to focusonart, video-editing andevenhome-
work. “I canwork in here and there’s nothingaroundme
that’s getting in theway—but I haveallmy favourite
books andplays closeby, to give access to inspiration.
I think it really reflectswho I amasapersonnow.”

Bubblicious
The 10-year-old occupant of this room isn’t sure

that she’s really finished yet.
“Imightwant a littlemore change,” she says.

“Maybe somepictures . . . ”
Michelle Podulsky explains that the youngest of

three daughters came up with the colours on her
own, and the ideas for the circles, or bubbles, on
the walls, were based on a picture that she’d
seen.
But as she transitions from the nine-year-old

shewaswhen she decorated the space to the older
child that she is now, she’s really reaching a
watershed between “little girl” and “big girl”—and
she’s sensing that perhaps the roomneeds to reflect
that, too.

Dramatic Flair
The 14-year-old in charge of decorating this room

knew immediately that shewanted it red.
“I’ve always really liked the combination of red and

white and black,” she says.
“Mymomthought that the redwould be too dark,

but I knew that if itwasn’t fire engine red, itwould be
OK,” she says.
Shewas equally sure about the round bed, which

she fell in lovewith while shewas looking for a
canopy bed. It’s grown-up drama, but a sense of
play still reigns, thanks to awhimsical corner
cabinet.
“I reallywantedmy room to be something that I like,

because then I could domyhomework in it,” she
adds.

ALSOSEE
More tips and tricks for creating the
perfect roomwith your kids.PAGE G2

Pretty in Pin
k

Five-year-o
ldGrace Fra

nklinwas pretty su
re

that pinkw
as theway to go in

her room.

“Because I
like pink an

d I thought
itwould go

wellwithmybed,” she
explains. Sh

e also

wanted a rea
ding corner

—where a chair
and a

tootsie-frie
ndly rug aw

ait her, alon
gwith a pic-

ture (ofOw
l reading a b

ook) that on
ce hung in

her great-g
randmother’s hou

se. “Iwanted a

craft corne
r,” she adds

, pointing to
her desk. “I

like to do al
l sorts of cr

afts.My favourite
is

making differ
ent things t

hat nobody
’s ever

madebefore.
” A kraft-paper

guitar and

purse are lo
vely proof o

f Grace’s in
ge-

nuity,while fairy lig
hts and bun

ting

suit her per
sonality com

pletely.

Christina Ryan, CalgaryHerald

Photos below, Stuart Gradon, CalgaryHerald
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403-870-8811

Killarney, $795,000 • 3018 - 27th Street, SW
New home! Executive attached home with
developed basement & double garage. 2800+ SF
with granite counters, Grohe fixtures, vaulted
master & rain shower! 3 bedrooms upstairs &
developed basement with wet bar, games room &
4th bedroom!

West Springs, $475,000 • 95 West Springs Close, SW
Beautiful 2 storey, 3 bedroom, 1748 SF family home
in desirable West Springs! Close to schools, parks,
and playgrounds & a quick commute to downtown.
Stainless steel appliances, large bonus room, main
floor laundry, large deck & patio.

Shaganappi, $1,475,000 • 1724 - 24A Street, SW
Just a few minutes to downtown & situated on
an extra wide 40’ x 125’ lot, this luxurious 2,541 SF
3+1 bedroom home boasts: Developed basement,
3 storey spiral staircase, 25’ x 15’ 2 tiered media
room, over-sized triple garage & just steps from
off leash park!

The Marquis – Downtown West • $1,195,000
#1603, 1108 – 6th Avenue, SW
Unbelievable 2342 SF, 3 bedroom, 2 den luxury
condo in the Marquis. Located in the heart of
downtown: incredible Bow River & Cityscape
views, 3 spacious balconies, 2 titled side by side
parking stalls, everything is top of the line here!

AA675278


