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Keepit shiny
TIP •Coppercookware requiresa
littleeffort tokeep it shiny.Here
aresometarnish-removalmeth-
ods fromthe InternationalCop-
perAssociation:
■Makeapasteofequalparts
salt, vinegarand flour.Rub the
copperwith themixture inacir-
cularmotion.Wash thepotcare-
fully, rinse thoroughlyanddry.
■Diphalf a lemon inkosher salt
anduse it to rub thecopper sur-
face.When the tarnishdisap-
pears, useasoft cloth topolish
thecopperwithbeeswax fora
lastingshine.
■Boil copperutensils for several
hours inapotofwatermixed
with 1 tablespoonsalt and 1cup
whitevinegar. Thenwash the
itemswithsoapandhotwater,
rinseanddry.

—McClatchyNewspapers

AniPod
foreverythrone

GGAADDGGEETT•Becausehigh-tech
knowsnobounds,AtechFlash
Technologyhas introduceda
combination iPoddockand toilet
paperholder.
Theproducthas theunwieldy

nameof iCartaStereoDock for
iPodwithBathTissueHolder, but
I prefermyeditor’s suggestion:
iPoo.
“Nowyoucanenhanceyour

experience inany roomwith
your favouritemusic fromyour
iPod,” thecompany’swebsite
promises.
Thedockcanbewall-mounted

butneeds tobeplugged intoan
electrical outlet so it cancharge
your iPodwhile it’splaying.The
unit’s four speakersaredesigned
tostandup tomoisture. It sells
for$99.99USat
atechflash.com.TheiCarta+model
hasabuilt-inrechargeablebattery
andsellsfor$129.99.

—McClatchyNewspapers

Portable reno
primer

BBOOOOKK•Themother-daughter
duowhocollaborated towrite
ThePocketDecorator have
teamedupagain toproducean-
otherportableprimer, ThePocket
Renovator:An IllustratedGuide to
theLanguageofHome Improve-
mentandRenovation (Universe
Publishing, $25.95).
Inaway that isneitherpreten-

tiousnorboring,motherPamela
Banker (an interiordesigner) and
daughter LeslieBanker (a journal-
ist), decipher the languageof
home improvement. Theydis-
cussgeneral prepwork, including
buildingcodes, permitsandcon-
structionplans, andoffer renova-
tion tips.Appendixesexplore the
topicsofgreendesign, a safeand
healthyhouse, financingand real
estate.
Thisguide iswrittenwith first-

timehomeownersand renova-
tors inmind,but it’s alsoahandy
reference for thosewhoconsider
themselvesoldpros.

—TheWashingtonPost

JOHN IRELAND
CALGARYHERALD

T
he secret’s out; themask has been
lifted. AsCanadians, we have always
prided ourselves on being the polite,
well-mannered, sophisticated inhabi-
tants ofNorthAmerica. Not anymore.

All it took to finally reveal thewild and crazy
side of all thingsCanuckwas a pair of Scots.
ColinMcAllister and Justin Ryan, those tartan
titans of home decor, have brought theirworld-
widemission to banish bad taste to theGreat
WhiteNorth. The cheeky hosts of several suc-
cessful design shows in Europe are headlining
Colin& Justin’sHomeHeist, set to debut in
October onHGTV.
Now severalmonths into their two-year as-

signment,McAllister andRyan are taking a short
break from filming (60 rooms completed,mil-
lions yet to go) tomake their second appearance
at theCalgaryHome& InteriorDesign Show
thisweekend at theRoundupCentre.
TheCalgaryHerald contacted the lads at their

Toronto condo,where they ruminated on the
horrors they have encountered in our crowded
kitchens, in our avocado-coloured bathrooms,
and in those dark, dank holeswe call basements.
CalgaryHerald:What are your early impres-

sions of Canada?
Colin:We are having the best time. People

thinkCanadians are polite and all that, but the
peoplewhose houseswe’veworked on are the
craziest face of Canada. The program is going

to be a real eye-opener. Canadianswill
watch and go ‘Oh,my goodness, that’s
us. That’s actuallywhowe are.’We
decorated one home in yellow and
black and thewoman of the house
decided to dress up as a giant bee. It’s

been a really crazy adventure.
Justin:We’re loving it, absolutely loving

it. I have to sayCanadian people are incredibly
warm and incrediblywelcoming.We have only
met genuinely interesting peoplewho have gone
out of theirway tomake our stay here as good as
it can be.
CH:Can you

compareCanadian
design disasters
with those you en-
countered inGreat
Britain and Eu-
rope?
Colin:That’s

the lovely thing
about bad taste—

it doesn’t discrimi-
nate. It doesn’t
know anything
about geography or
social class. It’s got
nothing to dowith howmuchmoney you’ve got.
We’re just loving the fact thatwe’re seeingCana-
dian bad taste in all its shapes and sizes.
CH: Have you been able to pinpoint a particu-

lar bad taste that is uniquelyCanadian?
Justin: You have such beautiful trees here and

yet people tend to clad their houses in fake tim-
ber and fakewood and fake plastic timber pan-
elling. Or people go to the other extreme and
they completely clad every part of their home,
top and bottom,with realwood. Colin and I are
sometimes terrified to go into people’s homes in
casewe sit still too long and end up timber-clad
ourselves.
Colin:We’re trying to get into the psyche of

Canada, howyou use your homes differently.
Obviously theweather has an effect on certain
things that you have to have, like the great Cana-
dianmudroom.A third of the space in your
Canadian homes iswasted on a basementwith
nothing in it. They look like a serial killer’s lair
with a very datedTV sitting in the corner.
Justin: Canadians are also obsessedwith these

hugeAmerican fridges, thesemonolithic fridge-
freezers. Andmassive ranges. Howmuch cook-
ing are people intending to do; howmuch stor-
ing of cold goods are people intending to do? It
just seems bonkers.
CH:What’s theworst decorating faux pas

you’ve encountered so far?
Justin:We sawone housewhere they had car-

peted the ceiling in the bathroom, aswell as the
sink surround. Imean, that’smental. The carpet
was also on the floor and thewindow ledges. Fi-
nally— the piece de resistance— they had car-
peted the cistern of their toilet. That is just in-
sane. These carpet fetishes are almost out of
control. They are creating homes that are noth-
ing short of terrifying.

AROUNDTHE

HOUSE
INTERVIEW

Decorating duo Justin andColin ruminate on the
horrors they have encountered inCanadian homes—
crowded kitchens, avocado-coloured bathrooms,
and those dark, dank holeswe call basements.

IfYou Go
Justin andColin appear to-
day at theCalgaryHome

and Interior Design showat
the RoundupCentre on the

BenjaminMooreMain
Stage at 2 p.m. Go to

calgaryhomeshow.com
to seewhat’s happening
today. Click on ‘Highlights’
and scroll down to ‘Main
Stage. Admission to the

show is $12.
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38 Cougar Ridge Mews, SW $379,000
Spacious split level townhouse w/ attached
garage, 1200+ s.f., 2 master suites each w/ walk-
ins and 4 pc ensuite bathrooms, 14-ft ceilings,
maple kitchen.

1040 Sierra Morena Court, SW $625,000
Ideal for the car lover, this home has a double at-
tached + a dbl detached garage! 1923 s.f. + dev’d
basement, cul-de-sac, 3+1 bdrms, extensive up-
grades.

365 Wentworth Place, SW $675,000
Large family home, cul-de-sac, walking distance
to new catholic elementary school, 2550 s.f. with 4
bedrooms & bonus room + huge great room.

236 Whispering Water Way $675,000
Executive attached home, quiet cul-de-sac loca-
tion in Elbow Valley away from the highway, 2331
s.f., 2 large master bedrooms, maple & granite is-
land kitchen.

121 West Springs Place, SW $1,100,000
Super location, cul-se-sac siding onto a park!
Upgraded 2541 s.f. + dev’d walkout, 3+1 bdrms, high
end everything, energy efficient + ri solar panels.
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