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Grout that
looks as good
asyour tile

SERVICE •Toothpaste dribbles,
lipstick smears,mould, ground-
inmud anddirt: install tile and
it’s almost guaranteed that
withinmonths your clean grout
lineswill be soiledwith the
above household hazards and
more. And, as anyonewho’s ever
tried to tackle thatmesswith a
toothbrush knows, a little elbow
greasemost certainly does not
go very farwhen it comes to
grout-scrubbing.
Which iswhywewere excited

to hear about AdvancedGrout
and Stone. The newCalgary
company specializes in cleaning
and resealing the sanded grout
lines around tiles,whether
they’re porcelain, ceramic,
quartz or travertine. The busi-
ness promises tomake your tile
floors, counters and back-
splashes look like new through
an environmentally-friendly
cleaning process that uses high-
pressured steam instead of
harsh chemicals.
Go to advancedgrout.com for

more info.

Canadians
cannoworder
fromCSNStores
WEBSITE •Canadian cyber-
shoppersmaywant to set aside
some timeonline thisweekend
to suss out that trendy choco-
late brown-and-pink nursery
bedding set, or a seven-piece JA
Henckels knife block, or any of
the other 999,998home fur-
nishing and decor products
available at csnstores.com.
CSNStores, rankedamongthe

topthreeU.S. retailersofhome
furnishingsandhousewares, is
nowwelcomingshoppersnorth
of theborderafter reworking its
shipping logistics tomake ithas-
sle-free forCanadianstoorderon-
line.Thecompanyhasalsore-
duced itsshippingsurcharges.
Canadianscanshopforwell-

knownbrandedproducts ranging
frombarstools tobedroomsets,
inprice rangesto fitanybudget.

Nomore
eco-guilt over
renovating

RENO •Here’s a new idea for
your next reno: instead of rent-
ing a heavy dumpbin to collect
the building scraps, think about
buying aRhinobag. These sturdy
collapsible dumpsters come in
two sizes—giant (1.3metres by
1.3mby 1m) andmid (89 cen-
timetres by89 cmby 122 cm)—
and are available for sale at The
HomeDepot, Rona, Canadian
Tire andHomeHardware loca-
tions in Calgary.
Just fill it upwith shingles,

tiles, drywall orwhatever else
you’re ripping out (no paint, bat-
teries, oil or fluorescent tubes,
please), then call Rhinobag’s
1-800number to schedule a
pick-up. The giant bags can hold
up to 1,497 kilograms; themid-
size bags up to 907 kg.
DIY-ersmust pay the cost of

the one-time-use bag ($39.95 or
$29.95), plus a collection and
disposal fee. Go to rhinobag.com
for details.

—Compiled by Lisa Kadane,
CalgaryHerald
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That soddingmachine
PROJECT:Using a gas-powered sodcutter to remove the
sod from future veggie beds, flower beds andwalkways.
COST: $70 formachine rental
TIME INVOLVED: Twopeople for four hours
CHALLENGES:Themachine’sweight and size created a
love-hate relationship immediately— I loved the result, but
hated turning corners and loading themachine.
TIPS: Laying out the cutting lines on the sodwith spray
paintworked reallywell, providing both a visual previewof
the design and an outline alongwhich to cut.

YVONNE JEFFERY’S FRONTYARD

MAKEOVER:AFTER

YVONNE JEFFERY’S FRONTYARDMAKEOVER:BEFORE
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T
here is, I have discov-
ered, a fine line be-
tween cunning and
crazy.
This past spring, I

devised a cunning plan. In order
tomovemyhome’s yard from
bland to beautiful—something
I hadn’t accomplished in earlier
years due to the pressures of
work and time—Iwould de-
claremy intentions in public.
Having an all-too-public dead-
line, and anongoingDIYChick
blog on calgaryherald.com, I
would have no choice but to
forge ahead and finally get these
projects done.
Theprojects?Walkways,

raised garden beds, raised veg-
gie beds—andoh, the small
matter of a back deck off the
house. It all seemed so . . . do-
able. At first.
Spring dawned, and summer

stretched lazily ahead, offering
countlessweekends of pottering
about in the garden. Inmymind,
the completed vision involved
English cottage gardenblooms
adapted toCalgary’s climate.
Flowerswould spill fromwin-
dowboxes and artistically
placed containers, beeswould
delight in the nectar-filled flow-
ers and Iwould be foundon the
deckwith a suitably tropical
libation in hand.
Which does not explainwhy,

fiveminutes before theHerald’s
ChristinaRyan arrived to take

the “after” photographs last
week tomatchmy “before” pic-
tures, Iwas onmyhands and
knees, cutting stray grass and
weeds out frombetween the

front side-
walk blocks.
Flowerswere
barely poking
out of two
lonely little
containers in

the front, and theEnglish cot-
tage gardenwasmore like a
sparsely populated prairie.
That’swhere the “crazy” part

came in.
Saner people thanme, I’ve

discovered, approach this kind
of task on a project-by-project
basis. As in: let’s build the deck
this year, and then tackle the

garden around it next year.Or:
let’s focus on getting the front
yard done, and thendo the back
yard next year.Or: let’s hire
someone to do all of this for us.
Instead—andwith a total

budget that Iwanted to keep
close to $2,000—I tackled it all
at once, relying on the generous
help of friends and familywhen
I couldn’tmanage a task onmy
own (manhandling the sodcut-
termachine, building the deck
and laying sidewalk blocks, for
example). The summer rolled
on, filledwith endless shovel-
ling andbuilding,most ofwhich
leftme counting out theAdvil
comeMondaymornings.My en-
thusiasmwaned, inversely pro-
portional to increasingmuscle
soreness andbruises. Suddenly

itwasAugust—and Iwas star-
ing downboth a self-imposed
deadline and the season’s first
frost.
So, one last push, andhere it is

— the sort-of-completed list. In
fact, all themajor projects are
done, but they left little time for
the nicer touches like pots and
windowboxes. (I’m consoling
myself by thinking of the fun I’ll
have next spring.) Budget limits
meant that the plants in the
flower beds are still at early
stages—so I’m looking forward
towatching them fill out over
the next twogrowing seasons
(and avoiding the temptation to
fill the bedswith plants thatwill
have to comeout later because
therewon’t be room for them).
And the other finishing touches
—building frames for the rain
barrels, repainting the porch
and garage trim, andpower-
washing and sealing the fence—
well, those are onnext year’s
list.

If you build it, theywill come
PROJECT: Building a 3.6-metre by4.5mdeck off the back
COST: $1,300 for lumber and supplies
TIME INVOLVED: Three people for two eight-hour days for
the build, plus one person for another five days spent plan-
ning, adding the steps and lattice, and sealing the surface.
CHALLENGES:The sheer terror involved in taking on a pro-
ject that none of us had ever tackled before.
LESSONS LEARNED:Cutting cedar lattice panels ismy
least favourite job—theywhip up and down, have staples
in all thewrong places, and break offwhen stressed.

Makingmolehills out ofmountains
PROJECT:Having five cubic yards of garden-mix loam
delivered, to use for the raised veggie and flower beds.
COST: $300, including delivery and fuel surcharge.
TIME INVOLVED: Ordering deliverywas the quick and
easy part;moving the dirtwas just endless.
CHALLENGES: I needed a rototiller to break up the tough
soil before adding the good stuff, andworked to get it off
the front lawnbefore the rains cameand turned it to horri-
bly heavymud.
LESSONS LEARNED:TakeAdvil before you start shovelling.

Photos, Yvonne Jeffery andChristina Ryan, CalgaryHerald

Imagination, and ibuprofen, turn a plan into reality
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FollowYvonne Jeffery’s
yardmakeover project
online.
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PART THREE IN OUR GARDEN MAKEOVER PROJECT: THE FINALE

Mortgage Solutions You Can Trust

www.grantmortgage.com

403.230.2737

403-870-8811

Killarney, $595,000 – 2603 25A Street, SW
This 1568 SF 2-storey boasts rich hardwood, crown
moulding, island-style kitchen w/ slate tile flooring
& granite counters. Barrel vault ceiling & stone-
faced f/p in great room. Vaulted master w/ rain
shower & jet-tub ensuite. Private rear yard w/
mature trees.

Valley Ridge, $595,000 – 24 Valley Stream Close, SW
2178 + 1001 SF, 3+1 bedroom with prof. dev’d
basement. Sprawling master suite with sitting area,
private veranda & air-tub w/ heated seats & custom
jetted shower in ensuite. Rec room, games area w/
wet bar, 4th bed & 3pc bath in bsmt.

Upper Scarboro, $995,000 – 2420 Sovereign Crescent, SW
Over 4500 SF with amazing ridge views on a pie lot!
Rich hardwood floors, open floorplan, comfortable
master suite with private balcony and steam
shower ensuite. Self-contained nanny suite in
basement, natural stone patio in large rear yard!

West Springs, $897,000 – 13 West Cedar Point, SW
Brand new executive family home: 2967 SF, rich
hardwood floors, soaring ceilings, crown moulding,
granite counters, stainless appliances & large
vaulted bonus room. Sprawling master suite with 5
pc steam shower ensuite and private veranda.

AA682296


