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R
onahad itwrong.
Canadianmen

aren’t the “knuckle-
draggingnean-
derthals”PeterRegan

accused thebig box retailer of
portraying themas in a televi-
sion commercial that aired this
past spring.
Clearly,Rona adexecshadn’t

visitedCalgary,wheredo-some-
thingdads andhandyhousehold
husbands abound.TheRonaad
hoopla—made famousbecause
Regan, a single dad inCalgary,
complainedconvincingly about
the ad,which is no longer airing
—inspired theHerald to runa
contest looking for “do-some-
thing guys”:menwithunlimited
household initiative.
So enormouswas the response

toour contest, itwashard to
choose just threedeservingwin-
ners.To illustrate—examples of
several nomineeswhodidn’t
make the cut:
SeanBlair deliveredhis and

wifeMelanie’s twinsbyhimself
at home,makinghim the first
“mid-husband” inCalgary.
Robert Fauldermakesbeautiful
furniture forwife Janice, from
coffee tables to liquor cabinets.
JudyTiedewrote aneloquent

poemabout hermanMel:

“Put uppictures,
scrub thebiffy—

Make it sparkle in a jiffy!
Decorate rooms,
sawandnail—

He’ll get it done, never fail.”

Thepoemwentonandon, as
didour entries.
Whichmadeuswonder:why

does the stereotypeof the “lazy
husband” exist in the first place?
“This is a long-standingmedia

stereotype,” saysRebeccaSulli-
van, aUniversity ofCalgarypro-
fessorwho specializes in gender
andpopular culture.
“It’s very common in the sit-

coms.”
ThinkHomer fromTheSimp-

sons,Ray fromEverybodyLoves
Raymondand Jim fromAccord-

ing to Jim. Inept doofuses all.
Sullivan says sitcomsuse stock

stereotypes for easy jokesbe-
cause theyonlyhave 22minutes
tomove the story along.TVads
onlyhave 30 seconds to get their
point across, so such stereotypes
abound.
“Generally speaking, advertis-

ing tries tobe asuncontroversial
andas generic andmainstream
aspossible to attract themost
buyers, so theygo for the safe
joke,” says Sullivan.
“Andwhat happens is stan-

dards change andpeople get
tiredof these stereotypes, but it
takes a long, long time. So it’s no
surprise thatRonawas caught
unawares.Howwere they sup-
posed toknow that theywere
going tobe the last straw?”
Itmight not havebeen the

proverbial straw ifReganhadn’t
taken a stand, standingup fordo-
somethingguys around town.
Readon to findoutwhat it

takes to go above andbeyond the
call of householdduty.

WINNER
BarryOlsen

AAggee:: 3377

OOccccuuppaattiioonn:: Substitute teacher
and homecontractor for friends
and family
NNoommiinnaatteeddbbyy: Son Erik, 3
WWhhyyhheewwoonn:: Not only doesOlsen

take Erik and the family dogBoomer
to the dogpark every Saturday
morning so hiswife Lisa can go
shopping or sleep in, he vacuums,
and cleans the kitchen floor.
“Themost amazing thing,” ‘wrote’

Erik, “is the fact that hemanages to
do thiswhile still having time to cre-
ate the ensuite andwalk-in closet of
mymom’s dreams.”
Not content to rest after designing

the yard for Erik—completewith a
basketball/hockey area—this fa-
ther-mentored and self-taught jack-
of-all-trades is currently adding 600
square feet of living space to the
family’s northwest Calgary home.
When completed itwill include the
aforementioned ensuite and closet
(thatwill be bigger than Erik’s bed-
room!), plus a toy room for his son.
“I’mdoing everything except the

cementwork,” saysOlsen,who also
volunteers for theDalhousie Com-
munity Association and theCalgary
SeniorMen’s Basketball Associa-
tion.
“The drawback is,when you get

this busy, there’s always a project
on the go.”
Although, he admits he doesn’t

knowwhat he’d dowithout a
project (what’s TV?).
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Areyou ready for the ‘radical
honesty’movement?

SeePageG4

SAVVYHOST

It’shiptobe
square—and
unbreakable

PPRROODDUUCCTT•Fragile it’snot, and
that’swhatsomeofusneed
when it comes toourdishes.
Corelle, thatdurablechip-,

scratch-andstain-resistant
tableware, however, hasalsobe-
come hip.And thehipshape for
plates thesedays, is square.
It’s introducedawholenew

collectionof 10placesettings
withacontemporarybent.

Inaddition to itsnational top
sellersSimpleLinesandPretty
Pink, there’s also the Japanese in-
spiredBlueDiamondsand the
morecolourful ethnic-inspired
Bamako.
Aset includes 16pieces, fourof

each 101/4 inchdinnerplates,
83/4 inch lunchplates, 22-oz
soup/cereal bowlsand12-oz
porcelainmugs.Their available
atmajor retailers for$59.99.

—CalgaryHerald

‘Labourtalks’
bestbefore
marriage

SSUURRVVEEYY •Aheads-up for future
brides:Youmightwant tohave
“the talk”withyourguybefore
walkingdowntheaisle.
Anewstudysupportsacom-

monlyheldbelief thatmarried
men fall short in thehousework
department. Thestudy,pub-
lished in the Journal of Family Is-
sues, lookedatmore than 17,000
people in28countries.Married
men, thestudy found, reported
doing lesshousework than live-in
boyfriends.Thiswas trueeven
amongcoupleswithanegalitar-
ianviewongender.

Studyco-authorShannon
Davis said this seemstosuggest
that the institutionofmarriage
changes thedivisionof labour.
“Marriageasan institution

seemstohavea traditionalizing
effectoncouples,” shesaid,
“evencoupleswhoseemen
andwomenasequal.”To read
theentire study,go to
jfi.sagepub.com/cgi/content/ab-
stract/28/9/1246

—McClatchyNewspapers

Digitaldecor
PPAAIINNTTIINNGG •Experimentwith
3,700wall colours ina room—
withouteverusingabrush.Behr
givesyou thePaintYourPlace
digital imaging tool todo it.
Touse theprogram,upload

your roomimages fromyourdig-
ital camera.Thenyoucanpre-
viewcolours thathelpyoumake
decoratingdecisions for thatpar-
ticular area.Youcanalsoorder
colour swatchesand8-ounce
paint samples forhomedelivery.
How-toandhelp-demosarealso
available.NoCD isnecessarybe-
causeyoudo it all online.Visit
www.behr.comtopaya$4.95US
annual fee forunlimiteduploads.

—McClatchyNewspapers

AROUNDTHE

HOUSE

SEE GUYS ,PAGEG2

LorraineHjalte, CalgaryHerald
BarryOlsenwas one of
thewinners of our Life
AtHomecontest looking
formenwhodemon-
strate unlimited house-
hold initiative. Hewas
nominated by his three-
year-old son Erik.

Out of the dozens of
e-mailswe received,

three guys stood out as
the oneswith unlimited
household initiative

guys
‘Do-something’

63 Somervale Park, SW $299,000
Townhouse with single attached garage, close to
transit & shopping. 1137 s.f. 2-storey w/ 2 big bdrms,
developed bsmt, 2 full baths, backing greenbelt.

#633, 910 Centre Avenue, NE $349,900
Super inner city loc’n, steps to trendy shops/restau-
rants & walk to DT! Top floor, 720 s.f. overlooking cour-
tyd, 2 bdrms & den area, 11 ft ceilings, indoor parking.

33 Aspen Stone View, SW $699,000
Almost 2700 s.f. on a quiet cul-de-sac, 1 house from
the park! 3 bdrms & den, formal living & dining + main
floor family room + bonus room, granite counters.

1630 Strathcona Drive, SW $899,000
Super loc’n in Spring Haven, backing onto the park,
2-stry w/ walkout bsmt, 3600 s.f. of total living space,
3 + 1 bedrooms, designed w/ entertaining in mind.

70 Strathlea Crescent, SW $950,000
This is a 6 bdrm house! 2800 s.f. 2-storey w/ nanny
suite developed down, over 4100 s.f., 4 + 2 bedrooms,
maple kitchen w/ granite, terrific built-ins thru-out.

AA632990


