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y first thought:
“The 1970s
called. It wants
its fabric
back.”

My second: “Thatmaterial
would look killer on a throw
pillow.”
By all accounts, the swath of

fabric I’m eyeing looks as if it’s
been cobbled together out of
small nylon roses in colours
fromorange to blood red to pea
green. It’s both hideous and
fabulous; perhaps that’swhy it
qualifies asDWAShowroom’s
most outrageous fabric.
That’s not an easily-won dis-

tinction eitherwhen you’re
competingwith 1.5million
skews of fabric in a cavernous
showroom that hides a sample
of luxurious pink-on-green
damask almost as handily as
thewarehouse inRaiders of the
Lost Ark cached the crate con-
taining theArk of the
Covenant.
This is not a dark and dingy

place, however. Instead, DWA
beckonsmaterialmavenswith
a clean, bright space featuring
rowupon rowof hanging fab-
ric samples and endless shelves
of fabric books.
“Basically, whatwe are is a li-

brary” of fabrics, says show-
roommanager Jen Simpson.
“You can seewhy, for the av-

erage person, thismight be
slightly overwhelming.”
I’ll say. And I’ll read into the

collective gasps andmurmurs
issuing frommy fellow “design
crawl” participants, to con-
clude they are equally awed.

Alongwith about 50 other
women, ranging in age from
mid-30s tomid-50s, I’m visiting
threeCalgary showrooms, two
ofwhich are only open to inte-
rior designers. DWAShow-
room is the fabricwonderland;
the second, ICONStone&Tile
(the one that’s open to the pub-
lic), specializes in exotic coun-
tertops and unique tiles; the
third is ColinCampbell, a

gallery that sellswool area rugs
andwool broadloomcarpets.
This decor-focused event—

completewithwine and nib-
blies at each location—has
been organized byCorea
Sotropa InteriorDesign to say
thanks to some of its cus-
tomers, and to introduce
prospective clients to theworld
of fabrics, tiles and carpets
available exclusively to interior
designers.
Designer Reena Sotropa says

most of the fabrics, hardware,
carpets and higher-end furni-
ture and lighting that go into
her clients’ homes come from
showrooms such as these.

“They want to do it, they
want to do it right, they want
to be able to access a place
like this,” she says, gesturing
to the lavish textiles waiting to
clothe cushions and dress
windows.
What? They don’t all buy

their curtains frombig box re-
tailers?No, and neither do they
necessarily seek furniture and
accessory inspiration from chic
boutiques located in
Cowtown’s trendy design dis-
tricts of 11thAvenue S.W.,
Kensington and Inglewood.
Believe it or not, there are

places in Calgary where—
like hot clubs in Hollywood—

you need to be with a VIP to
gain entry.

“It’s a bonus. It’s a perk. I
think it’s a surprise to (our
clients). I don’t think they real-
izewhatwe can get our hands
on,” says interior designer
JacquelineCorea.
From a sumptuous silk bro-

cade in chocolate, red and tan-
gerine to a countertop hand-
made out of semiprecious
stones to aNewZealand
sheep’swool shag area rugwith
pile so long and thick I’m afraid
I’d losemy baby in its fibres—
at times on the three-hour tour
I feel like I’vewon theGolden
Ticket to incredible interiors.
I hadmydoubts, though I’m

loathe to admit it now.
In theory, I understand the

benefit of hiring an interior de-
signer— they are, after all,
trained to pull rooms together
in away that suits both the
client and the house as awhole.
But I’ve kind of always been

in the “I canmanage to dress
myself everymorning, so how
hard can it be to decoratemy
living room?” camp. I flip
through sheltermagazines. I’ve
toured the odd showhome. I
recently bought a floor lamp.
But to realize I carpetedmy

housewith an off-gassing nylon
broadloom,when I could have
chosen environmentally-
friendlywool for the same
price—an option I’d never
even heard of, but that design-
ers often recommend—really
drove the point home.
“I realized therewereplaces

andwholesalers the average
persondoesn’t have access to.
Andeven if youdid, youwould-
n’t have theknowledge to
choose,” saysKristinFry, 51,who
hashad twohomesdoneby
CoreaSotropa InteriorDesign.
Indeed, Corea says she can

go into a showroom such as
DWA and have a fabric
scheme for a living room
worked out in a couple hours,
where it would takemost peo-
ple a weekend to sort through
thematerials— and still not
havemade a decision.
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Hand-knotted
carpets stand
the test of time

BUSINESS •Thismonth
House of Persian Rugs cele-
brates four decades of bring-
ing authentic, hand-knotted
carpets fromAsia and the
Middle East toCalgary.What
started40years agowith a
shipment of six carpets has
evolved into a successful fam-
ily-ownedbusiness.
“My family’s enduring pas-

sion has been to travel to the
furthest reaches of the globe
in search of themost skilled
weavers and finest hand-
knotted Persian and oriental
carpets,” says ownerAbbas
Keshmiri.
The companywas founded

by the lateAli Keshmiri,
Abbas’s father, in 1968, shortly
after he immigratedwithhis
family toCanada from Iran,
bringingwithhimapassion
for thebeautiful carpets of his
homeland. Thebusinesshas
grown fromthoseoriginal six
rugs into a showroomfeatur-
ing a collectionof 5,000 tradi-
tional, transitional andcon-
temporary carpet designs; the
store is nowoneofCanada’s
largest suppliers. Houseof
PersianRugs is locatedat
221 10thAve. S.W. or go to
houseofpersianrugs.com.

Hand-painted
customdesigns
TILES • Itwas only amatter of
timebefore tiles became
tableaus for customart.
Tre Sorelle Studios out of

Scottsdale, Ariz., offers this
new take on backsplashes or
bathtub surrounds. The com-
pany sells hand-painted stone
tilemurals—scenes range
fromMediterranean land-
scapes to roosters in awin-
dowsill— intended for
kitchens and bathrooms, or
even as extra design touches
inwine cellars or gardens.
Go to tresorellehome-

designs.com to viewmurals
for purchase and samples of
customwork.

Cool tools
for fall

CATALOGUE • Fall has arrived
and the folks at LeeValley
Tools have all the necessary
homeandgarden items for
greeting the newseason.
The Fall 2008 catalogue

features such timely tools as
Cold-WeatherGloves
($29.50) for planting bulbs or
retiring dead flowers, Leaf
Paws ($6) are perfect for
scooping fallen leaves and
yardwaste, and anApple
Rake ($39.50) that’s an innov-
ative solution for clearing
fallen fruit from the lawn.
LeeValley Tools is in

Calgary at 7261 11th St. S.E. or
call 403-253-2066.

—Compiled by Lisa Kadane,
CalgaryHeraldSEEDESIGN,PAGEG2
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Designer JacquelineCorea showsoff a tile displayduringabehind-the-scenes tour of ICONStone&Tile, and twoother showroomsopen to interior designers.

Guests tour ICONStone&Tile,which specializes in exotic countertops andunique tiles.
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Behind-the-scenes tour revealsuniqueproducts
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Designer Reena Sotropa
displays someexotic fabrics
in theDWAShowroom.

Courtesy, Tre Sorelle Studios
Tre Sorelle Studios turns
tiles intoworks of art.
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Cougar Ridge, $550,000 – OPEN HOUSE – Saturday,
Oct 18, 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. — 81 Cougar Ridge View, SW
2138 + 1022 s.f. 2-storey with fully developed
basement! This 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home fronts
a ravine and features hardwood floors, 2-storey
ceiling in great room & sprawling master suite w/ 5
pc jet tub ensuite. Close to parks, schools & DT!

Montreaux, $549,000 — 145 St. Moritz, SW
Stunning, open concept 1998 s.f., 3 bdrm home
in Montreaux! Rich hardwood floors, premium
stainless appliances, sprawling master w/ 5 pc
ensuite & large walk-in closet. Dramatic bonus
room feat. vaulted ceiling & window-wall framing
sweeping views.

Discovery Ridge, $1,100,000 — 2 Discovery Ridge
Manor, SW
French Country home backing linear park! 2788
+ 568 s.f.: hickory hardwood, solid ash doors &
Douglas fir beams. Site-built Walnut cabinets,
granite counters, butler’s pantry w/ wet bar & pro
appliances. Oversized dbl garage w/ in-floor heat.

Altadore, $575,000 — 1705 – 41st Street, SW
Beautifully renovated 1213 s.f. home in Altadore.
2+1 bdrm, hardwood floors, granite counters,
Grohe & Toto fixtures, custom millwork, Cat5 & RG6
wiring. Family room, 3rd bdrm, full bath & laundry
in bsmt. Heated tile floors. Dbl detached garage.
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