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Themeaning
ofhome

CONTEST •Students ingrades
4,5and6canearnachance to
helpadeserving familygeta
homeof their own—andwin
themselvesaDell PC—by
entering theMeaningofHome
contest launchedbyGenworth
FinancialCanadaandHabitat
forHumanityCanada.
All theyhave todo iswritea

composition, essayorpoemof
200to400wordsaboutwhat
“home”means to them.Maybe
it’s all about familygatherings,
or a favourite tree in theyard—
oreven just thesamewarm,
reassuringplace tocomehome
toeverydayafter school.
GenworthandHabitatwant to

encouragekids to thinkabout
their communitiesandhow im-
portant it is to reachout to
those inneed.The first-place
winnercanchooseacommu-
nitywhereGenworthwill do-
nate$60,000towardsaHabi-
tat forHumanityhome,plus
they’ll receiveaDell computer.
For three runner-ups,Genworth
will donate$5,000toaHabitat
affiliateof their choice, and
they’ll receivea$100Chapters
Indigogift certificate.
Enteronlineorbymail by

Oct. 31: there’smore informa-
tionatmeaningofhome.ca .

—Yvonne Jeffery,CalgaryHerald

Keepingtheold
whilebringing
inthenew

BOOK • Interiorsexpert Judith
Wilsongivesa room-by-room
takeonwhat’snecessary for
thehomeandwhen tosplurge
on luxuries, likecashmereblan-
ketsorEgyptiancottonsheets.
Thisbookwill appeal to the

minimalistwhoprefers re-
strained rooms insubtle
colours. EssentialHome is
$25.95andavailableatbook-
stores.

—CanWestNewsService

Gogreen
PRODUCT •Duraflamehas
abandonedpetroleum-based
wax in favourofbio-wax fire
logsand fire starters,making
thenewproductscarbon free,
according toacompany
spokesperson.Theyalsoburn
betterand lightquicker thanold
products. Theswitch toanenvi-
ronmentally friendlymaterial
will displaceabout 100million
poundsofpetroleum-based fuel
annually, saysDuraflame.
InCanada,Duraflame logsare

availableatCanadianTire,
Loblawsstores (RealCanadian
Superstore,Zehrsand Indepen-
dentGrocers) andCostco.Abox
of six logs ispriced from$12.99
to$19.99,dependingon the
size.Visitwww.duraflame.com
formoredetails.

—Calgary Herald
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FromTheBreakwater to
DocksideGreen, Calgari-
ans are flocking to real es-

tate developments inVictoria,
seeking outwarm summers
andmildwinters.
But fourwalls are only part

of the equationwhen you’re
buying a newhome—you’re
also purchasing part of a
neighbourhood, and that’s
where it can get tricky if you
don’t know the citywell.
Enter KathyMcAree. The

tour guide has added “Reloca-
tionVacations” to the list of
tours that she offers through
herTravelWithTaste com-
pany. A public relations col-
league suggested the idea,
whichmade sense toMcAree
based on the number of peo-
ple on her culinary tourswho
were asking about real estate
inVictoria—usually as they
gained a sense of how
cosmopolitan the city has
become.
“More than anything, they

justwant to knowwhat it’s like
to live here. They see some-
thing different thanwhat they
were expecting, and they start
thinking aboutwhere they
want to live in the future,”
McAree says. “It’s kind of a
natural progression.”
Having spentmore than a

decade inVictoria, exploring
itswine and cuisine,McAree

iswell placed to introduce vis-
itors to the areas that could
become their next homes. She
focuses on seven of the city’s
major real estate develop-
ments, from themaster-
planned resort of BearMoun-
tainwith its 36-hole, Nicklaus
designed golf course toAquat-
trowith its spaces designed
for entertaining and art.
Depending on your prefer-

ence, McAree builds time
into the tours (self-guided or
escorted) for you tomeet
with salespeople, or you can
opt for a quick “drive-by” to
pick up brochures or check
out the atmosphere. Her real
focus, however, is on the
neighbourhoods around the
developments, and in particu-
lar the places that people
gather.

AROUNDTHE

HOUSENo

On the cutting edge
ofwhat’s next in architecture,

Sarah Susanka, thewoman behind the
‘not so big house,’ has gone prime time

wasted
space
JOANNEHATHERLY

CANWESTNEWSSERVICE

D
oesyourhouse feel like
home?No?Doyouwon-
derwhy?SarahSusanka
will tell you.
Susanka is the archi-

tectwho has spearheaded a home-
designmovement away from
McMansions towardswhat she has
branded “the not so big house” in a
series of books.
Now she’smoving into televi-

sion, but can she cut it?
High-profile home-design televi-

sion personalities likeTyPenning-
ton orMikeHolmes have that
knight-riding-to-the-rescue-on-a-
white-steed appeal that commands
viewers’ attention.
But there isnothingabout the

lankysweater-over-the-shoulders
andsensible-shoe-wearing50-year-
oldSusanka thatwouldmakeany-
one lookather twice,whichmight
havegivenpause to theproducersof
hernewtelevisionshow,TheNotSo
BigHouse:HomeByDesign.
She’s short on ego, too. She

doesn’t use her best-sell-
ing books to showcase
her ownwork—most
of the photos on her
pages showoff the
designs of other ar-
chitects, suggesting
Susanka has not so
much invented the
wheel as explained in
everyday language
how it rolls.

Photos, courtesy, TauntonPress
Architect Sarah Susanka, right, is the author of the TheNot So
BigHouse book series. She’s an avid proponent of the need to
build smaller and better orwhat she calls “rightsizing.”

Try before you buy
Tours offer appetizing peek at the neighbourhoods

around popular Victoria developments

SEESPACE,PAGEG2

Ray Smith, CanWestNewsService
KathyMcAreecustomizesself-guidedorguided tours in
andaroundVictoria forpeople thinkingof relocating there. SEEBUY,PAGEG2
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Toss your toxic brewof cleaning
products for amore naturalway

SeePageG4

GREENERCLEANING

West Springs, $549,000
128 West Springs Close., SW
Perfect family home! Kitchen feat. maple cabinetry,
centre island w/ b-fast bar & walk-in pantry. Dining
room w/ hardwood, French doors to foyer & kitchen.
Master feat. walk-in & 3pc ensuite.

Montreaux, $625,000
OPEN HOUSE SUN. Oct 21, 1-4
134 St. Moritz Place SW, walkout basement! 2064 sf,
vaulted great room, dramatic window-wall - views over
the neighbourhood, rich wood-work, maple kitchen, lrg
bonus room.

Strathcona Park, $1,195,000
51 Strathridge Gardens SW
Backs onto green-space! Great room feat. soaring
ceiling & window wall w/ sweeping views. Master feat.
corner-jet-tub. Walkout w/ wet bar feat. SubZero wine
fridge, 4th bedroom & full bath!

AA640765

Springbank Hill $650,000
OPEN HOUSE SAT. Oct 20 1 – 4
15 Springbank Mount, SW, cul-de-sac, almost 3,100 sf of
living space, hardwood floors, maple kitchen, formal din-
ing, bonus room, 3 bedrooms, fully developed basement.

Strathcona, $875,000
1630 Strathcona Drive, SW
Backing the park! Big family home, 2500 s.f. + developed
walkout, 3+1 bedrooms, walkout with family/games
room with built-in entertainment centre & wet bar.


