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Tattoo your
toilet

NOVELTY • For summer, it’s
butterflies. For fall, it’s autumn
leaves. For the holidays, it’s a
festively wrapped gift box.
It’s your toilet flushedwith
beauty created by Toilet Tat-
toos.
The $9.95 temporary tattoos

are lid embellishments that
peel on and off for easy
changes and cleaning. All you
do is peel one off a backer card,
place it on the toilet lid and
smooth it out. They aremade
from electrostatic vinyl film, so
they are reusable andwill not
harm the lid when removed.
In addition towhimsical and

classical themes, you can get
original paintings or pho-
tographsmade into tattoos.
Visit toilet-tattoos.com or call

1-330-468-3226.
—McClatchy Newspapers

Daytime
break-and-enters
CRIME • The Calgary Police
Service is warning city resi-
dents about an increase in day-
time residential break-ins since
the end of September. The cul-
prits forced their way into
homeswhile no onewas home
and searched for items to steal.
Police report the targeted

houses seem to have been cho-
sen randomly, and include those
bothwith andwithout alarm
systems. They’re encouraging
you to report any suspicious
people, vehicles or activities in
your community right away to
the police non-emergency line
at 266-1234; crimes in progress
can be reported at 911.
To find out what you can do

to help protect your home, go
to calgarypolice.ca and click on
the Sections and Units link and
then on Crime Prevention.
You’ll find tips listed under
Home Security.

—Yvonne Jeffery, Calgary Herald

Lastweekend
for leaves

RECYCLING • If leaves and
pumpkins are lingering re-
minders of fall around your
house, you have until tomorrow
to bag themand take them to
city landfills or seasonal drop-off
locations free of charge.
For the location nearest you,

call 311 or visit calgary.ca/waste.
The city says this is an easyway
to help reduce greenhouse gas
emissions createdwhen yard
waste and other organicmateri-
als break down in landfills.
If youmiss the city’s pickup,

you can always use the leaves to
providewinter protection for
tender perennials—or start
your own composting system.

—CalgaryHerald

YVONNEJEFFERY
CALGARYHERALD

M
ycareer as a land-
lordwasmercifully
short. Just a few
months’ duration,
in fact— long

enough to realize I didn’twant to
share ahouse (albeit separated
intoupstairs anddownstairs
suites)with someone Ididn’t
know, andespecially that I didn’t
want to tiptoe aroundon thehard-
wood floors or forgoearly-morn-
ing showers to avoiddisturbing
the tenant downstairs.
In adifferent house, however,

built to today’s building code, a
secondary suite—acompletely
separate space inyourhome that’s

rented to a tenant—makes a lot
of sense.AsCalgary real estate
agentHalynaTataryn says, legal
secondary suites canbegreat
mortgagehelpers for landlords

andaffordable
housing for ten-
ants.
“I think the

biggest issue in
Calgary is the
lackof legal
secondary

suites,” she says. “There are actu-
ally very fewof them in the city. If
I have a clientwho’s looking at a
housewith a secondary suite, I al-
ways recommend that theyphone
the city to confirm.Assumeall
suites are illegal unless the
city says it’s legal.”

Calgary’s current landuseby-
lawdoesn’t even include the term:
if youwant tohave a secondary
suite in yourhome, it’s a duplex
you’re looking for.That’s about to
change, however. Effective June 1,
2008, the city’s new landuseby-
lawwill clearlydefine fivediffer-
ent typesof legal secondary
suites, from the traditional base-
ment suite tobackyardor even
garage-topversions. It also rede-
fines the residential zoning areas
inwhichyoucanapply for one.

Landlordsand tenants

AlexesHushlakdidn’twait for
the city to change its landuseby-
laws.Hemadea legal secondary
suite his topprioritywhenhewas
house-hunting last year.
“Mycriteriawas inner city and

aplacewith a rental unit in it so
that I could afford abiggerplace,”
saysHushlak,whoworks in sales
andmarketing for a start-up IT
company. Earlier this year, he
moved into aRamsayhomebuilt
more than a century ago—inhis
words, a giant pink stuccobox
thatwasonce ahotel andpossibly
abordello.At somepoint in its
history (before landusebylaws
restricted secondary suites) itwas
split into two suites,with the sec-
ondary suite upstairs.Thedateof
the split gives the suite itsmagical
“legal non-conforming” status.

Thismeans that even
if it doesn’t com-

plywith to-
day’s

landusebylaws andbuilding
codes, it gets to stay—legally—
because itwas therebefore the
ruleswere. Evenbetter, the rental
incomecanbeusedonamort-
gage application tohelpqualify
thebuyer for a larger loan.
“It’s actually oneof the few legal

suites— it’s beengrandfathered,”
saysHushlak. “It has the full sepa-
rate everything—its own fur-
nace,water heater, electrics,
plumbing.”

JENNIFER CAMPBELL
FORCANWESTNEWS SERVICE

Dale Carnegie, North
America’s original mo-
tivational speaker, made

a fortune extolling the virtues
of first impressions and get-
ting it right from the get-go.
This philosophy applies to hu-
man interactions and is also
key in our homes, especially
when entertaining and—
evenmore important—when
you are attempting to sell your
home.

Whilemost of us domuch
of our judgingwith our eyes,
we also judgewith our noses.
Entire industries and ad cam-
paigns have been built around
creating appealing scents in
the home ormasking nasty
smells with nicer ones.
But do prospective home-

buyers really want to be hit
with the cloying smell of syn-
thetic strawberry or lilac?
Probably not. And such

scents in the airmay lead to
the suspicion that something
more ominous is

being covered up.
So, what are the best ap-

proaches for creating a posi-
tive scentmemory in the
minds or noses of would-be
buyers?
To get the fresh goods, we

contacted realtors and florists.
MarilynWilson of dream-

properties.com claims to have
such a refined sense of smell,
she once told a prospective
buyer the home theywere
about to look at hadmould.
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LeahHennel, CalgaryHerald
AlexesHushlak is the home-
owner of this pink stucco,
1890s home that’s divided
into two suites, one up and
onedown.
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Robert Gauthier, LosAngeles Times
Deep-frying food leaves lingering smellsmanypotential
home-buyerswill find offensive. SEEFUMES,PAGEG2
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Christie Park, $649,000
Walkout & views!
68 Christie Park Hill, SW
On the ridge with pie shaped lot, dev walkout bsmt and
sweeping city views! This 1981 s.f. home has hardwood
floors, skylights & granite counters in kitchen & baths.
There are a total of 5 bdrms & 4 baths.

Springbank Hill, $595,000
Walkout Basement
6 Springbluff Blvd. SW
2016 s.f. 2-stry with a walkout bsmt, bright & open plan,
vaulted foyer, formal dining/flex room, maple kitchen,
hardwood floors, bonus room & 3 bedrooms, steps from
park with water feature.

Springbank, $3,200,000
Exclusive listing
53 Uplands Ridge
Perched on the ridge with unobstructed Rocky Mountain
views! Huge walkout bungalow, 6 car garage, 6800+ sf,
$250,000 entertainment system, amazing wine cellar, 5
bdrms, 2 acres, call Sam to view.

AA643541

Montreaux, $629,000
Open House Sat & Sunday 2 - 4:00
191 St Moritz Drive, SW
This one has a developed basement! Beautiful new
home, almost 2000 sf, open plan, deep toned maple
cabinets, hardwood floors, 3+1 bdrms & den.

Strathcona, $1,195,000
On the ravine!
51 Strathridge Gardens, SW
Most sought after location in desirable Spring Haven!
Contemporary 2471 s.f. home with finished walkout
basement, wet bar with SubZero wine fridge, 3+1
bdrms, mountain views!


