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Win this and
get digging

CONTEST » We're launching
our first Gardening section of
the season today, and to get
you in the gardening groove,
we're giving away some
heavy-duty yard implements
by Garant, and a box of four va-
rieties of Olympic
2008 tulip bulbs
from the Nether-
lands Flower
Bulb Center. The
tools in the prize
package include:
* Excavator “ergo
[ fit” shovel (at left)

¢ Total Control

it hatchet
¢ Planter’s Buddy
trowel.

To enter, log
onto CalgaryHer-
ald.com’s Life At
Home/Gardening
link to answer a
question from

one of our T
gardening ; —
stories in to-
day’s papetr. o

The dead-
lineto enteris
midnight, Sun-
day.

Be sure to include your
name, telephone number and
address. Only one winner will
be randomly selected and con-
tacted.
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Despite crazy
Calgary
weather, we're
blooming

— Calgary Herald

Mini rose sale

EVENT ¢ It's that time of the
year again for the Calgary Rose
Society’s Annual Mother’s Day
Rose Sale. The sale runs today
from1la.m.to 4 p.m. at 215
Lynnwood Dr. S.E. and at 443
19th Ave. N.E.

New for this year are one-

and two-gallon hardy and ten- here were com-

der roses as well as the new ments made when I
Artist Series, Emily Carr and planted pansies out-
Felix LeClerc. doors mid-April. I
Check the Calgary Rose was laughing at my-
Society’s website at calgary- self when I mentioned it on
rosesociety.ca. CBC radio. It was a rare warm

— Calgary Herald April day and as I planted them,
people walking by passed on
helpful tips like: “Isn’t it a bit

early for that?” or “Did you hear

Fillup on free

compost it was going to snow this week-
end?”
EVENT ¢ Load up on mush- Of course it snowed and tem-

room compost this weekend
at Rol-land Farms’ Essex Kent
Mushrooms.

Its the 19th annual Gardener
Appreciation Week and the
giveaway is free mushroom
compost until Sunday. Bring
your bins and you'll get help
loading up on this fertile grow-
ing mix.

Take Highway 2 north to the
Crossfield/Drumbheller exit. Go
east half a kilometre to the ser-
vice road. Turn right and follow
the road back south to the en-
trance. Look for the sign in the
field.

For more information, call
946-4395.

peratures dipped to -15 C, but
once the snow receded the pan-
sies were in bloom, greeting the

—Calgary Herald

same skeptical walkers with
their happy faces.

In full bloom right now along
with the pansies are the early
hardy perennials such as Blood-
root (Sanguinaria canadensis
‘Flore Pleno’), Pasqueflower
(Pulsatilla patens and Pulsatilla
vulgaris), Liverleaf (Hepatica
spp.), Squill (Scilla sibirica),
many primulas (Primula spp.)
and common crocus (Crocus
spp.). Summer planting is still
just a vision, but these early
bloomers give enjoyment while
the spring work is attended to.

My weekly column this year
will be a sharing of timely tips. I
expect to continue to learn new
things and explore new ways to
do old things every season. Of
course, fashions are constantly
changing and things I long ago
dismissed are coming back into
vogue, so I will report on trends
as I see them. No doubt pink
and red geraniums will continue
to be fashion giants, but older
perennials (now known as Heri-
tage Perennials) are making a
comeback and any plant that is
disease-free or drought-tolerant
will always be popular.

This weekend, the work is go-
ing to involve raking the lawn
vigorously to take off old dead
turf and spreading compost to
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B For more Calgary
—| gardening information and
— | toread previous columns
by Donna Balzer and Nora Bryan,
click on the Life At Home/Gar-
dening link at calgaryherald.com

ready the planting beds. One
caller asked if he had to aerate
his lawn or de-thatch it first. I
told him aerating first is my
preference. This pulls up little
plugs of soil and the power rak-
ing or de-thatching — either by
machine or hand with a stiff
landscape rake — pulls off the
extra dry grass and the plugs so
the lawn can get a vigorous
start. I compost the material
from the lawn because the mi-
cro-organisms in the soil plugs
accelerate compost. If the lot is
uneven or needs nutrients, top-
dress with compost right after
de-thatching.

I have already pre-soaked my
annual sweet pea seeds. They
need 24 hours to absorb enough
moisture before they are spaced
out — a few centimetres apart
— in the garden or in pots.

Other early seeding that can

Tough early plants are pansies, top, Blue Siberian squill, left, Sanguinariacanadensis, middle, and Hepatica acutiloba, right.

i

happen this weekend includes
starting quick-growing annuals
such as lavatera, cosmos, zinnia __|
and nasturtiums. Some garden- -
ers will direct seed these into
the garden and if the space is
small, this is advised. If a few
seeds need to go along way;
they can be started indoors in
little trays this weekend and
transplanted outdoors by the
end of the month once they get
their first true leaves.

Fast-growing vegetables such
as lettuce, kale, cabbage, broc-
coli, Swiss chard and squash can
be started in seedling flats in-
doors or directly outdoors now.
By starting some seeds — such
as lettuce and chard — indoors
and out, you extend the harvest
period. It’s too late to plant pan-
sies now, only because within
three weeks we’ll be planting
our real annuals and shortly af-
ter that time we’ll want to start
pulling out the pansies.

Follow this column for up-
dates and e-mail me if you have
atip or timely topic to share.

BALZER IS A HORTICULTURIST, GARDEN ™~
CONSULTANT AND AUTHOR OF TWO BOOKS.
SHE IS CO-HOST OF THE TELEVISED BUGS &

BLOOMS AND IS ALSO HEARD REGULARLY
ON CBC RADIO. E-MAIL COMMENTS OR
IDEAS TO DONNA@GARDENGURU.NET.
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Lawn
is still
king
Despite signs of its
demise, that grassy

patch in your yard
has many benefits

awns are a “guy” thing.
LThere are theories to

explain this — my
favourite is that the suburban
dad of the ’50s craved some-
thing he could mould ac-
cording to his complete will.
All day he had to apply his
talents according to the di-
rection of some large corpo-
ration. At home, his multi-
tasking spouse held domin-
ion over domestic affairs.
The lawn, at least, was his.

My take on this is that (the
din of the mower notwith-
standing) lawn care meant
some private time away from
clamouring offspring and de-
manding bosses.

There are more theories
about why we’ve embraced
short swathes of green as the
default yardscape. Some
scholarly theses start with
the grassy savannas we
found ourselves running
around in after we came
down from the trees. But it’s
easier to fast forward to the
years after the Second World
‘War, when regular people
could afford suburban
houses that came with lawns.

For much of civilized his-
tory, only the very wealthy
could afford to have a lawn.
With the advent of suitable
grass seed mixtures, modern
mowers, sprinklers and all
kinds of other products, Joe
Average and his neighbours
could maintain lawns — but
they remained a status sym-
bol.

Still, we need another the-
ory about why the lawn is
not a meadow but more like
abroadloom carpet. It goes
like this: Grass is grass, so the
only way to elevate your
lawn to a higher status than
the neighbours’ is to make it
more perfect.

But just in case you weren’t
much into keeping up with
the Joneses, you could be
guilted into keeping your
lawn tip-top through dire
messages in ads from lawn
seed and care suppliers. Af-
ter all, if your lawn was
weedy, then perhaps the in-
side of your house was a
mess too, and passersby
might wonder how diligently
you were raising your kids.

When I was little, lawns
had clover, which attracted a
delightful bumbling of bees.
Lawns these days, at least
those seriously maintained,
bear not a trace of this or any
other non-grassy plant. It
would seem imprudent for
suppliers of turf seed mix-
tures — who also sell herbi-
cides — to add clover, be-
cause it will be promptly
wiped out as you go after the
dastardly dandelions with
the helpful herbicide.

Clover used to be incorpo-
rated into turf mixture be-
cause, as a member of the
pea family, it has the ability
to fix nitrogen from the at-
mosphere into the soil.
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REMIX’

HOUSE OF REAL ESTATE

3344 - 35th Avenue, SW - 1208 + 1095 SqFt refinished bungalow
sitting atop a large corner lot in desirable Rutland Park. Brand new
finishings include: all windows, Trex deck, plumbing & light fixtures,
kitchen, bathrooms & so much more! Find rich, refinished hardwood
floors throughout the main floor. The magnificently redone kitchen
boasts stunning CaesarStone countertops, chic porcelain subway
tile backsplash with glass mosaic details & premium stainless steel

the spacious media

appliances. Master bedroom hosts a 3 piece ensuite with stunning
marble flooring & coordinating shower surround. Also on the
main floor: 2 additional bedrooms & beautiful 4 piece bath. Enjoy

& bath found in the beautifully developed basement. A stylishly
sophisticated home with a convenient, inner-city locale this newly
renovated bungalow awaits you...welcome home!

room, family room, large den, 4th bedroom
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