
Winthisand
getdigging

CONTEST•We’re launching
our firstGardeningsectionof
theseason today, and toget
you in thegardeninggroove,
we’regivingawaysome
heavy-dutyyard implements
byGarant, andaboxof fourva-

rietiesofOlympic
2008tulipbulbs
fromtheNether-
landsFlower
BulbCenter. The

tools in theprize
package include:
• Excavator “ergo
fit” shovel (at left)
•TotalControl
hatchet
•Planter’sBuddy
trowel.
Toenter, log

ontoCalgaryHer-
ald.com’sLifeAt
Home/Gardening
link toanswera

question from
oneofour
gardening
stories in to-
day’spaper.
Thedead-

line toenter is
midnight, Sun-

day.
Besure to includeyour

name, telephonenumberand
address.Onlyonewinnerwill
be randomlyselectedandcon-
tacted.

—CalgaryHerald

Minirosesale
EVENT • It’s that timeof the
yearagain for theCalgaryRose
Society’sAnnualMother’sDay
RoseSale. Thesale runs today
from11a.m. to4p.m.at215
LynnwoodDr. S.E. andat443
19thAve.N.E.
Newfor thisyearareone-

and two-gallonhardyand ten-
der rosesaswell as thenew
ArtistSeries, EmilyCarr and
Felix LeClerc.
Check theCalgaryRose

Society’swebsiteatcalgary-
rosesociety.ca.

—CalgaryHerald

Filluponfree
compost

EVENT •Loaduponmush-
roomcompost thisweekend
atRol-landFarms’EssexKent
Mushrooms.
Its the 19thannualGardener

AppreciationWeekand the
giveaway is freemushroom
compostuntil Sunday.Bring
yourbinsandyou’ll gethelp
loadingupon this fertilegrow-
ingmix.
TakeHighway2north to the

Crossfield/Drumheller exit.Go
easthalf akilometre to theser-
vice road.Turn rightand follow
the roadbacksouth to theen-
trance. Look for thesign in the
field.
Formore information, call

946-4395.
—CalgaryHerald

T
herewere com-
mentsmadewhen I
plantedpansies out-
doorsmid-April. I
was laughing atmy-

selfwhen Imentioned it on
CBCradio. Itwas a rarewarm
April day andas I planted them,
peoplewalkingbypassedon
helpful tips like: “Isn’t it a bit
early for that?” or “Didyouhear
itwas going to snow thisweek-
end?”
Of course it snowedand tem-

peraturesdipped to –15C, but
once the snowreceded thepan-
sieswere inbloom, greeting the

same skepticalwalkerswith
their happy faces.
In full bloomright nowalong

with thepansies are the early
hardyperennials such asBlood-
root (Sanguinaria canadensis
‘FlorePleno’), Pasqueflower
(Pulsatilla patens andPulsatilla
vulgaris), Liverleaf (Hepatica
spp.), Squill (Scilla sibirica),
manyprimulas (Primula spp.)
andcommoncrocus (Crocus
spp.). Summerplanting is still
just a vision, but these early
bloomers give enjoymentwhile
the springwork is attended to.
Myweekly column this year

will be a sharingof timely tips. I
expect to continue to learnnew
things andexplorenewways to
doold things every season.Of
course, fashions are constantly
changing and things I long ago
dismissed are comingback into
vogue, so Iwill report on trends
as I see them.Nodoubtpink
and redgeraniumswill continue
tobe fashiongiants, but older
perennials (nowknownasHeri-
tagePerennials) aremaking a
comeback andanyplant that is
disease-freeordrought-tolerant
will alwaysbepopular.
Thisweekend, thework is go-

ing to involve raking the lawn
vigorously to takeoff olddead
turf and spreading compost to

ready theplantingbeds.One
caller asked if hehad to aerate
his lawnorde-thatch it first. I
toldhimaerating first ismy
preference.This pulls up little
plugsof soil and thepower rak-
ingorde-thatching—either by
machineorhandwith a stiff
landscape rake—pulls off the
extradry grass and theplugs so
the lawncanget a vigorous
start. I compost thematerial
from the lawnbecause themi-
cro-organisms in the soil plugs
accelerate compost. If the lot is
unevenorneedsnutrients, top-
dresswith compost right after
de-thatching.
I have alreadypre-soakedmy

annual sweet pea seeds.They
need 24hours to absorb enough
moisturebefore they are spaced
out—a fewcentimetres apart
— in the gardenor inpots.
Other early seeding that can

happen thisweekend includes
startingquick-growing annuals
such as lavatera, cosmos, zinnia
andnasturtiums. Somegarden-
erswill direct seed these into
the gardenand if the space is
small, this is advised. If a few
seedsneed to goa longway,
they canbe started indoors in
little trays thisweekendand
transplantedoutdoors by the
endof themonthonce theyget
their first true leaves.
Fast-growingvegetables such

as lettuce, kale, cabbage, broc-
coli, Swiss chard and squash can
be started in seedling flats in-
doors ordirectly outdoorsnow.
By starting someseeds—such
as lettuce andchard— indoors
andout, youextend theharvest
period. It’s too late toplant pan-
sies now, onlybecausewithin
threeweekswe’ll beplanting
our real annuals and shortly af-
ter that timewe’llwant to start
pullingout thepansies.
Follow this column forup-

dates ande-mailme if youhave
a tipor timely topic to share.

BALZER ISAHORTICULTURIST,GARDEN
CONSULTANTANDAUTHOROFTWOBOOKS.
SHE ISCO-HOSTOFTHETELEVISEDBUGS&
BLOOMSAND ISALSOHEARDREGULARLY

ONCBCRADIO. E-MAILCOMMENTSOR

IDEASTODONNA@GARDENGURU.NET.

Lawns are a “guy” thing.
There are theories to
explain this—my

favourite is that the suburban
dad of the ’50s craved some-
thing he couldmould ac-
cording to his completewill.
All day he had to apply his
talents according to the di-
rection of some large corpo-
ration. At home, hismulti-
tasking spouse held domin-
ion over domestic affairs.
The lawn, at least, was his.
My take on this is that (the

din of themower notwith-
standing) lawn caremeant
some private time away from
clamouring offspring and de-
manding bosses.
There aremore theories

aboutwhywe’ve embraced
short swathes of green as the
default yardscape. Some
scholarly theses startwith
the grassy savannaswe
found ourselves running
around in afterwe came
down from the trees. But it’s
easier to fast forward to the
years after the SecondWorld
War, when regular people
could afford suburban
houses that camewith lawns.
Formuch of civilized his-

tory, only the verywealthy
could afford to have a lawn.
With the advent of suitable
grass seedmixtures,modern
mowers, sprinklers and all
kinds of other products, Joe
Average and his neighbours
couldmaintain lawns—but
they remained a status sym-
bol.
Still, we need another the-

ory aboutwhy the lawn is
not ameadowbutmore like
a broadloomcarpet. It goes
like this: Grass is grass, so the
onlyway to elevate your
lawn to a higher status than
the neighbours’ is tomake it
more perfect.
But just in case youweren’t

much into keeping upwith
the Joneses, you could be
guilted into keeping your
lawn tip-top through dire
messages in ads from lawn
seed and care suppliers. Af-
ter all, if your lawnwas
weedy, then perhaps the in-
side of your housewas a
mess too, and passersby
mightwonder howdiligently
youwere raising your kids.
When Iwas little, lawns

had clover, which attracted a
delightful bumbling of bees.
Lawns these days, at least
those seriouslymaintained,
bear not a trace of this or any
other non-grassy plant. It
would seem imprudent for
suppliers of turf seedmix-
tures—who also sell herbi-
cides— to add clover, be-
cause it will be promptly
wiped out as you go after the
dastardly dandelionswith
the helpful herbicide.
Clover used to be incorpo-

rated into turfmixture be-
cause, as amember of the
pea family, it has the ability
to fix nitrogen from the at-
mosphere into the soil.

SECTIONG

EDITOR: LISAMONFORTON 235-7428 FAX: 235-7379 WWW.CALGARYHERALD.COM SATURDAY,MAY 10, 2008

GARDENING
& L I F E A T H O M E : R E N O V A T I O N S , D E C O R , R E S A L E

Agroup of Calgary
women spend a Saturday
learning how towire,

plumband find the right
tool for the job
IInn LLiiffeeAAttHHoommee
SeePageG4

DIG
THIS

DONNA
B A L Z E R

NORA
BRYAN

Lawn
is still
king

Despite signs of its
demise, that grassy
patch in your yard
hasmany benefits
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Photos courtesy, DonnaBalzer
Tough early plants are pansies, top, Blue Siberian squill, left, Sanguinariacanadensis,middle, andHepatica acutiloba, right.

PHONE: 263-9093
E-mail: theenglishgardeners@shaw.ca

The English GardenersThe English Gardeners™™

COMPLETE LANDSCAPE
MAINTENANCE.

Weekly, Monthly, and Annual.
Primarily serving S.W., N.W. &
the N.W. Inner City Valley

Inner City - $825,000

3344 – 35th Avenue, SW – 1208 + 1095 SqFt refinished bungalow3344 – 35th Avenue, SW – 1208 + 1095 SqFt refinished bungalow3344 – 35th Avenue, SW – 1208 + 1095 SqFt refinished bungalow3344 – 35th Avenue, SW – 1208 + 1095 SqFt refinished bungalow
sitting atop a large corner lot in desirable Rutland Park. Brand newsitting atop a large corner lot in desirable Rutland Park. Brand newsitting atop a large corner lot in desirable Rutland Park. Brand newsitting atop a large corner lot in desirable Rutland Park. Brand new
finishings include: all windows, Trex deck, plumbing & light fixtures,finishings include: all windows, Trex deck, plumbing & light fixtures,finishings include: all windows, Trex deck, plumbing & light fixtures,finishings include: all windows, Trex deck, plumbing & light fixtures,
kitchen, bathrooms & so much more! Find rich, refinished hardwoodkitchen, bathrooms & so much more! Find rich, refinished hardwoodkitchen, bathrooms & so much more! Find rich, refinished hardwoodkitchen, bathrooms & so much more! Find rich, refinished hardwood
floors throughout the main floor. The magnificently redone kitchenfloors throughout the main floor. The magnificently redone kitchenfloors throughout the main floor. The magnificently redone kitchenfloors throughout the main floor. The magnificently redone kitchen
boasts stunning CaesarStone countertops, chic porcelain subwayboasts stunning CaesarStone countertops, chic porcelain subwayboasts stunning CaesarStone countertops, chic porcelain subwayboasts stunning CaesarStone countertops, chic porcelain subway
tile backsplash with glass mosaic details & premium stainless steeltile backsplash with glass mosaic details & premium stainless steeltile backsplash with glass mosaic details & premium stainless steeltile backsplash with glass mosaic details & premium stainless steel

appliances. Master bedroom hosts a 3 piece ensuite with stunningappliances. Master bedroom hosts a 3 piece ensuite with stunningappliances. Master bedroom hosts a 3 piece ensuite with stunningappliances. Master bedroom hosts a 3 piece ensuite with stunning
marble flooring & coordinating shower surround. Also on themarble flooring & coordinating shower surround. Also on themarble flooring & coordinating shower surround. Also on themarble flooring & coordinating shower surround. Also on the
main floor: 2 additional bedrooms & beautiful 4 piece bath. Enjoymain floor: 2 additional bedrooms & beautiful 4 piece bath. Enjoymain floor: 2 additional bedrooms & beautiful 4 piece bath. Enjoymain floor: 2 additional bedrooms & beautiful 4 piece bath. Enjoy
the spacious media room, family room, large den, 4th bedroomthe spacious media room, family room, large den, 4th bedroomthe spacious media room, family room, large den, 4th bedroomthe spacious media room, family room, large den, 4th bedroom
& bath found in the beautifully developed basement. A stylishly& bath found in the beautifully developed basement. A stylishly& bath found in the beautifully developed basement. A stylishly& bath found in the beautifully developed basement. A stylishly
sophisticated home with a convenient, inner-city locale this newlysophisticated home with a convenient, inner-city locale this newlysophisticated home with a convenient, inner-city locale this newlysophisticated home with a convenient, inner-city locale this newly
renovated bungalow awaits you...welcome home!renovated bungalow awaits you...welcome home!renovated bungalow awaits you...welcome home!renovated bungalow awaits you...welcome home!
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