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I
t’s 8:15 on aweekday
Januarymorning, and
the sun is just starting
to lighten the sky over
Calgary’s northwestern

reaches. Inside theHabitat
forHumanity home in
Evanston, sheets of drywall
are piled up in the living
room,waiting for the day’s
eight volunteers to down
coffee anddon toolbelts.
In Puducherry, India,

CorinneWilkinson—
TourismCalgary’s vice-
president ofmarketing and
sales—has finished her day
on theHabitat site 30min-
utes from the city. Tomor-
row, she’ll make thewhite-
knuckled bus ride back out
to the beachside village that
was devastated during the
2004 tsunami; she’s part of
seven groups thatwill build
30 family homes there.
In Rosebud, northeast of

Calgary, the Lewandowski
family has just returned
fromMexico, where they
joined their extended family
overChristmas to build a
home inVicenteGuerrero
for a family of seven, cour-
tesy of the non-profit Build-
Baja program.
Fromdrywalling at home

to layingbricksunder a trop-
ical sun, thiswork is almost
fully volunteer driven.As a
result, countless families—a
dozen last year inCalgary
alone—arebenefitting from
homes that are a far cry from
their previous living condi-
tions,while thevolunteers
gain renovation skills anda
senseof camaraderie.
“Wehave just over 500 in-

dividual volunteerswho
come to the construction
sites,” saysMyrnaKnoll,
volunteer resourcesman-
ager forHabitat’s Calgary
operation. The volunteers
commit to two full days a
month andwork on almost
every element of a home:
framing, roofing, painting,
moulding andmore.
In Evanston, they’re

joined by the singlemom
whose house thiswill be, as
she’s putting in some of her
300 required hours of
“sweat equity” —but she’s
quick to say that this is
about her eight-year-old
daughter, who hasDown
syndrome and epilepsy.
“This is her home,” she ex-

plains, pointing out the

wide, wheelchair-friendly
doorways and pocket doors,
and themodifiedmain-floor
bathroomwith a tub-less
shower. “If anything hap-
pens tome, I know that
she’ll always be safe here.”
Likemanyothers, the fam-

ily ran into troublewhen the
real estatemarket spiked be-
yond their reach and their
rented apartment became
condominiums.With her
daughter needing special-
izedmodifications thatmost
rental properties couldn’t

accommodate, she turned to
Habitat. “This is like an old-
fashionedbarn raising—
this homehas a feeling be-
hind it of friendship and
community,” she says.

Reaching out

“Ourhomeowners come
fromallwalks of life,” says
Knoll. “(But)most of them
areonepaycheque away
fromacrisis . . . .wehadone
family living in abasement
suite that hadmushrooms

growingout of the carpet
and silverfish everywhere.
Thechildwas embarrassed
tohave friendsover.Now
they’re living in aproper
home, her friendbasehas
grown.A safe, stable envi-
ronment contributes to a
child’s betterment and
health, and their self-esteem.
This provides stability, de-
velopment and self-esteem
for theparents, aswell.”
“Children are the impor-

tant factor in this,” agrees
Larry Shahan. A retired
commercial contractor, he
commitsmore than 500
hours a year toHabitat in
Calgary. “There’s such a
need for this type of afford-
able housing in our commu-
nity . . . . it’s nice to be able to
help somebody else get on
their feet and succeed.”
Shahan is a crew leader—

a volunteerwith building
skillswho guides other vol-
unteers on thework sites.
It’s one of the roles that
Habitat needsmost inCal-
gary, but he echoesKnoll’s
assertion that anyone—
with orwithout skills— is
welcome, asHabitat pro-
vides training for everyone.
“You get to do everything,

which is interesting. Today
it’s drywall, lastweek itwas
millwork,” Shahan says.
“And it’s not about how
manywalls you canput up
in a day.Wewant to produce
a top-notch product for our
customers, so if something’s
not done right the first time,
we can always do it again—
it’s only our labour, and it’s
important for the volunteers
to have fun.”
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Design stars
takecentre stage
EVENTS• If you’re looking for
adviceand inspiration fordeco-
rating, renovatingand land-
scapingprojects, don’tmiss the
CalgaryHome+GardenShow.
It runsFeb.28 toMarch2at the
RoundupCentrewithmore
than450homeandgardenspe-
cialists, plussomestarguests:
■SarahRichardson, from
HGTV’s Sarah’s House;
■Kelly Deck, fromHGTV’s
Take It Outside;
■ Janette Ewen, projects editor
at Chatelainemagazine;
■AlykhanVelji and Tyler Vreel-
ing, Alberta-based designers;
and
■ LoriMitchell, fromTomboy
Tools.
Special sectionswithin the

show include theHomeEnter-
taining Experience, the Sus-
tainable Living Section, the Tea
Garden, UrbanGardens, and
Gardening for Grades. Tickets
are$13 foradults, $7 for seniors
(aged60andover) andchildren
(aged7 to 14).Buy themonline
atcalgaryhomeshow.comand
youcansave$2on regular adult
admission.

—CalgaryHerald

Visualize
your colour

DECOR • It’smighty difficult to
envision howapaint colour
will look on yourwalls, but an
online tool frompaint com-
pany Sherwin-Williamswill
give you a head start.
Their “Colour Visualizer”

lets you select from a variety
of sample roomphotos, and
playwith thewall colour
based on the hues from their
paintmenu. Check it out at
sherwin-williams.com: click
on “homeowner,” then “colour
ideas & tools” and then
“colour visualizer.”
Once you’ve narroweddown

your choices, you can drop by
their Calgary locations at 3330
SunridgeWayN.E. or 4411 1st
St. S.E. (call 265-3323 for direc-
tions and hours) to pick up a
Colour toGopaint sample con-
tainer— then try it out on your
ownwalls at home.

—CalgaryHerald

Nighttime
break-ins

SAFETY • Calgary police are
reminding residents to be se-
curity conscious after a num-
ber of nighttimebreak-ins oc-
curred recently in the south-
west community of Cedarbrae.
Thieves entered the homes

through sliding patio doors or
basementwindowsof the resi-
dences. In two cases, the vic-
tims awoke to find their front
doors open after the break-ins.
Policehavechargedasus-

pect,but remainconcerned
whensomeoneattemptstoen-
teranoccupiedresidence,par-
ticularlyatnight.Homeowners
areencouragedtoensure lower-
levelwindowsaresecured,es-
peciallyatnight, thatdoorsare
lockedandyardsandhouseex-
teriorsareadequately lit.
Formore tips about crime

prevention at home, visit cal-
garypolice.ca and click on
“crimeprevention unit.”

—CalgaryHerald
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Volunteering
boosts home
renovation
skills—and
community

spirit

Courtesy, Rob Spence
CorinneWilkinson applies a layer of cement over
bricks on aHabitat for Humanity home in India.
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Advice on going green,
one natural step at a time
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Southwood $635,000Southwood $635,000Southwood $635,000Southwood $635,000
19 Sydney Drive, SW19 Sydney Drive, SW19 Sydney Drive, SW19 Sydney Drive, SW
Totally renovated, 1853 sf bungalow, huge lot, developedTotally renovated, 1853 sf bungalow, huge lot, developedTotally renovated, 1853 sf bungalow, huge lot, developedTotally renovated, 1853 sf bungalow, huge lot, developed
walkout, renovated oak kitchen, granite countertops,walkout, renovated oak kitchen, granite countertops,walkout, renovated oak kitchen, granite countertops,walkout, renovated oak kitchen, granite countertops,
stainless steel appliances, renovated baths, 4 pc ensuite,stainless steel appliances, renovated baths, 4 pc ensuite,stainless steel appliances, renovated baths, 4 pc ensuite,stainless steel appliances, renovated baths, 4 pc ensuite,
freshly developed basement.freshly developed basement.freshly developed basement.freshly developed basement.

Elbow Valley, $1,695,000Elbow Valley, $1,695,000Elbow Valley, $1,695,000Elbow Valley, $1,695,000
47 Golden Aspen Crest47 Golden Aspen Crest47 Golden Aspen Crest47 Golden Aspen Crest
Exceptional Granville-built custom “Arts & Crafts”Exceptional Granville-built custom “Arts & Crafts”Exceptional Granville-built custom “Arts & Crafts”Exceptional Granville-built custom “Arts & Crafts”
style bungalow with wonderful mountain views & fullystyle bungalow with wonderful mountain views & fullystyle bungalow with wonderful mountain views & fullystyle bungalow with wonderful mountain views & fully
developed walkout basement, sun room w/ cathedraldeveloped walkout basement, sun room w/ cathedraldeveloped walkout basement, sun room w/ cathedraldeveloped walkout basement, sun room w/ cathedral
celling, 1 + 2 bedrooms, total 3800 sf.celling, 1 + 2 bedrooms, total 3800 sf.celling, 1 + 2 bedrooms, total 3800 sf.celling, 1 + 2 bedrooms, total 3800 sf.

Parkdale, $1,995,000Parkdale, $1,995,000Parkdale, $1,995,000Parkdale, $1,995,000
On the RiverOn the RiverOn the RiverOn the River
107 34A Street NW, spectacular river-front property,107 34A Street NW, spectacular river-front property,107 34A Street NW, spectacular river-front property,107 34A Street NW, spectacular river-front property,
architecturally designed 4 bedroom home, 3345 sf +architecturally designed 4 bedroom home, 3345 sf +architecturally designed 4 bedroom home, 3345 sf +architecturally designed 4 bedroom home, 3345 sf +
developed basement, chef’s kitchen, amazing masterdeveloped basement, chef’s kitchen, amazing masterdeveloped basement, chef’s kitchen, amazing masterdeveloped basement, chef’s kitchen, amazing master
bedroom/dressing room & ensuite.bedroom/dressing room & ensuite.bedroom/dressing room & ensuite.bedroom/dressing room & ensuite.

AA657950

West Springs, $595,000West Springs, $595,000West Springs, $595,000West Springs, $595,000
4 Weston Place, SW4 Weston Place, SW4 Weston Place, SW4 Weston Place, SW
Beautiful bungalow backing onto a park! Great 2+2Beautiful bungalow backing onto a park! Great 2+2Beautiful bungalow backing onto a park! Great 2+2Beautiful bungalow backing onto a park! Great 2+2
bedroom home with developed basement, over 2800 sfbedroom home with developed basement, over 2800 sfbedroom home with developed basement, over 2800 sfbedroom home with developed basement, over 2800 sf
of living space, hardwood, high ceilings, extra bedroomof living space, hardwood, high ceilings, extra bedroomof living space, hardwood, high ceilings, extra bedroomof living space, hardwood, high ceilings, extra bedroom
w/ ensuite.w/ ensuite.w/ ensuite.w/ ensuite.

Inglewood, $1.6MInglewood, $1.6MInglewood, $1.6MInglewood, $1.6M
Backing onto the RiverBacking onto the RiverBacking onto the RiverBacking onto the River
Attention Builders/developers! Fabulous developmentAttention Builders/developers! Fabulous developmentAttention Builders/developers! Fabulous developmentAttention Builders/developers! Fabulous development
site, 132 foot frontage/123 foot depth, 5 lots in a rowsite, 132 foot frontage/123 foot depth, 5 lots in a rowsite, 132 foot frontage/123 foot depth, 5 lots in a rowsite, 132 foot frontage/123 foot depth, 5 lots in a row
on a quiet street with a wonderful location backing toon a quiet street with a wonderful location backing toon a quiet street with a wonderful location backing toon a quiet street with a wonderful location backing to
greenspace & the river!greenspace & the river!greenspace & the river!greenspace & the river!


