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Makeeveryday
purchases
greener

OONNLLIINNEE •ClickGreener Inc., a
newCanadiancompany,has
launchedClickGreener.com,a
webportal thatempowerspeo-
ple tomake their ordinarypur-
chasesgreenerandhelp raise
funding for theenvironment.
Bestofall, it’s atnoextracost to
theconsumer. Eachyear, online
shoppinggeneratesmillionsof
dollars in referral fees, says
OwenWard,presidentofClick-
Greener.
“Wedecided toharness this

poweranduse it tohelp theen-
vironment, bydonating just
overhalf ofour referral fees to
environmental non-profits,”
Wardsays.
■Whythiscanwork:Visitors to
ClickGreener.comwill find
manyofNorthAmerica’s lead-
ingonline retailersofelectron-
ics, books,DVDs, clothingand
more.
■Modusoperandi: Byselecting
their retailerof choice through
ClickGreener, visitorswill be
connected to that retailer’son-
linestorewhere theycancom-
plete their purchaseasusual.
Foreverypurchasemade this
way,ClickGreenerdonates
51percentof the referral fee
fromthatpurchase to leading
non-profit environmental orga-
nizations includingWWF
Canada, theCanadianWildlife
Federation,TreeCanadaand
Carbonfund.org.
■Potential: If onlyonepercent
ofonlinepurchasesweremade
throughClickGreener, about
$1millionwouldbe raised
everyyear.
■Addedvalue:ClickGreener
givesvisitorsaccess topromo-
tional offers frommanyof its re-
tailers, includingdealsnotavail-
able to thegeneral public. It also
identifiesgreenproducts from
itsparticipating retailers tohelp
peoplemaximize their positive
impacton theenvironment.
clickgreener.com

—CanWestNewsService

Don’t leaveclues
thatyou’reaway
TTIIPPSS •Goinghomefor theholi-
dayscanmean leavingyourpri-
mary residencevacant. The
peopleatWeiser Lockhavea
fewtips tokeepyourhomeand
your family safer:
■Leaveacarparked in the
drivewaytogivetheappearance
thehome isoccupied.
■Weiseradvisesagainst tag-
gingyour luggagewithyour
homeaddress, and recom-
mendsusinganofficeaddress
orcell number instead.
■Givea trustedneighboura
key tocheckyourhomewhile
you’reaway.
■Don’t announceyourabsence
onyouransweringmachine.
■Keepyourhousewell-lit. In-
trudershate tobeseen.Weiser
saysgoodperimeter lighting
createsapsychological barrier
aroundyourhome.
■Forced entry is the access of
choice for burglars. Protect
your entrieswith deadbolts.
■Thebest locks in theworld
areuseless if they’renot locked.
Weiser says that inhalf of all
break-ins, all theburglarshad to
do toget insidewas turn the
doorknob.Always lockyour
doors, evenwhenyou’rehome.

—CanWestNewsService
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Take your own
reusable bags on
shopping trips.

Choose local
and organic
produce
whenever
possible.

Replace or clean your
furnace filter every one
to threemonths to keep
your furnace operating
efficiently (which re-

duces gas consumption)
and to improve safety.

Replace light bulbs as
they burn outwith com-
pact fluorescent light

bulbs,which last up to 10
times longer but con-
sumeup to 75 per cent

less electricity.

Declutter your closet:
take anything you’re not
likely towear or use to
either a consignment
shop or a charitable

organization.

Set up a recycling sys-
temat your home if you
don’t already have one
—either pay for recy-
cling pickup or take it to

your nearest city
drop-off point.

Choose items that come
withminimal packaging
or packagingmade from
easily recyclablemateri-
als (cardboard egg car-
tons instead of plastic,

for example).

If local and organic isn’t
available, opt for local
over organic, to reduce
greenhouse gas emis-
sions from food trans-
port and to provide the
freshest possible food.

Go greener (and safer)
with an annual furnace

servicing froma
qualified professional.

Seal air leaks in your
homewith doorsweeps,

weatherstripping,
window filmand foam
inserts for exterior
wall sockets and
switch plates.

Organize a clothes-trad-
ing sessionwith friends
or family to swapdecent
items that you don’t

wear.

Set up a backyard
composter to take care
of yard and (non-meat)

kitchen scraps.
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Keep showers to a 5- to
10-minutemaximum
and shut off thewa-
terwhile you’re
brushing your

teeth.

Install damsor bags in
high-volume toilets to

savewater
with every

flush.

Use coldwater
wash cycles in your

washingmachine except
for sheets and towels.
Use coldwater rinse cy-
cles for everything, and
wait for full loads before
running themachine

Tryenvironmentally
friendlycleaningsolu-

tions.Athickpasteofbak-
ingsodaandwaterworks
wondersonall kindsof
dirt, includingcoffeeand
teastains inmugsand
stuck-onfood inpans.

Take your own reusable
mug to the coffee shop
or cafeteria instead of

using non-
reusable paper
or styrofoam

cups.

Try going to the corner
store by bicycle instead

of by car.

Install low-flow shower-
heads andwater-saving

faucet aerators.

Replace your old,
water-guzzling toilet

with a new low- or even
dual-flushmodel.

Hang one load of laundry
aweek instead of drying
it in the dryer: you’ll save
electricity and add a
little humidity to your

home’s air.

Buyproducts from
SeventhGeneration,

Method’sFree&Clear line
and/or localproducersof
environmentally friendly
cleaningsolutions(such
assmallplanet.caand
claudiaschoices.ca).

Pack your own lunch
forwork using cloth nap-
kins and reusable con-
tainers (instead of plas-
ticwrap and individual-

sized packaging).

Even better,
make it a family
trip.
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AROUNDTHE

HOUSE

YVONNE JEFFERY
CALGARYHERALD

S
aving the envi-
ronment single-
handedly? OK,
not an option—
our planet’s in

need of some serious
TLC. But you can do
your part bymaking a
few eco-resolutions to
go greener around the
house as 2008 unfolds.
The bonus? Reducing
and reusing actually

saves youmoney, too.
Getstarted Jan. 1with

theeasy tips inourchart
below—andcheckout
theSundayLifeAtHome
section fora lookatyour
home’scarbonfootprint
(thecarbonemissions
thateachroomproduces)
andhowtoreduce it.

Reduce greenhouse gases,
preserve the environment
and savemoneywith 24

easyways to go green in 2008

ALSOSEE
■Experts’
resolutions
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TheArtful Shopper can help you
toast the newyear in style

SeePageG4

GRANDFAREWELL

Sam loves real estate and it shows.
In 2007 he sold 100 million dollars worth
of property and his clients celebrated big
time. He knows the market, he’s responsive
and he’s available to work with you across
all price ranges. If you are making a move
in 2008, Sam will get into it for you with
exciting results.

Seriously,
he really gets into it.

403-870-8811
www.samsluxuryhomes.com

AA653921


