
Making
eco-resolutions
CONTEST •Weknowtheeco-
sinsareout there . . .milk car-
tons furtively stashed in the
trash insteadof the recycling
bin, trips to thecorner storeby
car rather thanbicycle. Even
(horrors!) usingplasticbags
fromthegrocerystorebe-
causeyou forgot to takeyour
own.
Is therehope foryou?Of

course there is! Findsalvation
(andprizes)by resolving todo
better for theplanet in2008.
Submityoureco-resolutions
(andwhyyou’remaking them)
viae-mail byendofdayDec. 14
to lifeathomecomment@the-
herald.canwest.comwith
“eco-resolutions” in thesub-
ject line. We’ll select fourof
thebestentries to featureon
Dec.29—theperfect time to
turn thepageonan imperfect
past. The fourwinnerswill re-
ceiveaselectionofprizes to
reward their green-ness.
Needsome inspiration?

Checkout theGreenGuideat
calgaryherald.comforavariety
of tips tohelpyou reduce the
impactyour lifestylehason
theplanet, fromgreenclean-
ing toeco-friendlycomputer
recycling.

—CalgaryHerald

1.5millionways
tohelpthe

environment
RREECCYYCCLLIINNGG •HomeDepothas
launched in-store recycling
drop-offs for compact fluores-
cent lightbulbs (CFLs), chal-
lenging itscustomers tohelp
themrecycle 1.5millionof the
energyefficientbulbsby2011.
Switching from incandes-

centbulbs toCFLs isoneof the
easiestways tohelp theenvi-
ronmentathome.Thebulbs
useup to75percent lesselec-
tricity than incandescentsand
last five to 10 times longer.
Theydo,however, contain
small tracesofmercury, sodi-
verting themfrom landfills
makes themevengreener.
Dropoff yourusedCFLsat

the recyclingunit locatednear
thespecial servicesdesk in
eachHomeDepotstore.Home
Depotwill thenensure the
bulbsare recycled responsibly,
turning themintonewprod-
ucts suchasglassbottlesand
jars, baseball batsandprod-
ucts for the lighting industry.

—CalgaryHerald

PlanItCalgary
LLAANNDDUUSSEE •TheCityofCal-
garywants toknowwhatyou
think is important tocreatea
vibrant, livablecity. ThePlan It
Calgaryproject focuseson the
city’s long-range landuseplan,
andhascomeupwith three
possible futurescenarios.
Toofferplannersyour feed-

backon thescenarios, go to
calgary.ca/planit,whereyou’ll
findaworkbookwithaques-
tionnaire titled “Wheredowe
growfromhere?”Fill it outby
Jan. 10,2008tohaveyour say.

Responseswill becombined
with input fromacross thecity
tohelpdevelopa long-term
plan toguideCalgary through
itsgrowth, taking intoconsid-
eration theneedsofcurrent
and future residents.

—CalgaryHerald
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AROUNDTHE

HOUSE I N S P I R I N G

YVONNE JEFFERY
CALGARYHERALD

W ise gift givers know that some house-

hold items should never bewrapped in

paper and given as presents.

Don’t even think of offering your partner a vacuum

cleaner for Christmas (not even the spiffy newDirt

Devil Kones designed byKarimRashid)

unless it’swritten in black andwhite on

their gift list. The same goes for any

kind of exercise equipment that the

recipient doesn’t know they need.

If you’re looking for gifts thatwill thaw

the chilliest of hearts, however, read on.We’ve

researchedmajor retailers to come upwith a baker’s

dozen of ideas that should be easy to buy thismonth

(although it’s best to phone first to check stock avail-

ability or bewilling to gowith a close substitute or

order online if the store has run out).

With prices from $8 to $3,000, at least one should fit

your budget and yourwish list—but don’t forget to

ask for a gift receipt, just in case.

IDEAS
HOLIDAYGIFTSTHATEVERYHOMEWILLLOVE

FUNANDFESTIVE (LESSTHAN$30)

WoodenSudokuBoard

Puzzlers can enjoy hours of
number crunchingwithThe
DeluxeWooden SudokuBoard
($29.99 atHomeSense)— it even
provides “thinking” tiles to keep

track of numbers that could fit
into certain squares. The

numbered tiles tuck into com-
partments in the puzzle board’s
drawer, keeping everything cor-
ralled between games.

Scents of the season

Each year, Canadian company
Fruits&Passion donates funds
from the sale of its holiday hand
soaps toHabitat forHumanity
Canada, so the purchase of the
rich hand soap in eitherAmaryllis
(new for 2007) orOrange andCin-
namon (an annual favourite) does
double duty in the gift depart-
ment. A 250-ml bottle is $8with
any purchase of $10 ormore; the
scents are also available in hand
care and home fragrances. Avail-
able at Fruits&Passion stores or
online at fruits-passion.com.

GIFTCARD
DELUXE

Forget slipping a gift card into
a holiday card—TheBay has
come upwith theVoicebox ($5),
a small box that stores and dis-
penses a standard gift cardwith
just a click of a button. It also
records your greeting for a
more personal touch (andwill
re-record greetings so that it
can be usedmore than once).

Bathroombling

TheseDistinctlyHomeblack and
white towels and soapdispensers
will add a little sparkle to amod-
ernbathroom.Gowithboth
black andwhite if youknow
theduowill suit the recipi-
ent’s decor, or choose just
oneof the colours if you’re
not certain.You’ll spend
$14.99 for the soapdispenser
and $19.99 for the towels, atThe
Bay.

SEE INSPIRING,PAGEG2
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No-fail ideas for
a cosyChristmas cocktail party

SeePageG4

KEEP IT SIMPLE
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Strathcona, $469,000Strathcona, $469,000Strathcona, $469,000Strathcona, $469,000
#31, 39 Strathlea Common SW#31, 39 Strathlea Common SW#31, 39 Strathlea Common SW#31, 39 Strathlea Common SW
Executive 3 bdrm townhouse, 2000 sf, extensiveExecutive 3 bdrm townhouse, 2000 sf, extensiveExecutive 3 bdrm townhouse, 2000 sf, extensiveExecutive 3 bdrm townhouse, 2000 sf, extensive
hardwood, maple kitchen, granite centre island, largehardwood, maple kitchen, granite centre island, largehardwood, maple kitchen, granite centre island, largehardwood, maple kitchen, granite centre island, large
butler’s pantry w/ telephone desk, fireplace in greatbutler’s pantry w/ telephone desk, fireplace in greatbutler’s pantry w/ telephone desk, fireplace in greatbutler’s pantry w/ telephone desk, fireplace in great
room, low condo fee $212/month.room, low condo fee $212/month.room, low condo fee $212/month.room, low condo fee $212/month.

Winston Hts/Mountview $309,000Winston Hts/Mountview $309,000Winston Hts/Mountview $309,000Winston Hts/Mountview $309,000
414 – 22 Avenue, NE414 – 22 Avenue, NE414 – 22 Avenue, NE414 – 22 Avenue, NE
Holding property, near SAIT & 16th Ave. Ideal for redevel-Holding property, near SAIT & 16th Ave. Ideal for redevel-Holding property, near SAIT & 16th Ave. Ideal for redevel-Holding property, near SAIT & 16th Ave. Ideal for redevel-
opment! 37 x 125-ft R-2 lot with a 500 sf house, full base-opment! 37 x 125-ft R-2 lot with a 500 sf house, full base-opment! 37 x 125-ft R-2 lot with a 500 sf house, full base-opment! 37 x 125-ft R-2 lot with a 500 sf house, full base-
ment; sold as land value (house has been gutted) renovatement; sold as land value (house has been gutted) renovatement; sold as land value (house has been gutted) renovatement; sold as land value (house has been gutted) renovate
& hold on, or bulldoze & built.& hold on, or bulldoze & built.& hold on, or bulldoze & built.& hold on, or bulldoze & built.

Elbow Valley, $1,695,000Elbow Valley, $1,695,000Elbow Valley, $1,695,000Elbow Valley, $1,695,000
123 Elbow Ridge Bluffs,123 Elbow Ridge Bluffs,123 Elbow Ridge Bluffs,123 Elbow Ridge Bluffs,
3061 s.f. bungalow + developed walkout, oversized 43061 s.f. bungalow + developed walkout, oversized 43061 s.f. bungalow + developed walkout, oversized 43061 s.f. bungalow + developed walkout, oversized 4
car garage, heated driveway, 6 fireplaces, 3 “master”car garage, heated driveway, 6 fireplaces, 3 “master”car garage, heated driveway, 6 fireplaces, 3 “master”car garage, heated driveway, 6 fireplaces, 3 “master”
bdrms each w/ full ensuite, main bedroom w/ hugebdrms each w/ full ensuite, main bedroom w/ hugebdrms each w/ full ensuite, main bedroom w/ hugebdrms each w/ full ensuite, main bedroom w/ huge
walk-in closet & private laundry.walk-in closet & private laundry.walk-in closet & private laundry.walk-in closet & private laundry.

AA653917

Patterson, $349,000,Patterson, $349,000,Patterson, $349,000,Patterson, $349,000,
60 Patina View, SW60 Patina View, SW60 Patina View, SW60 Patina View, SW
Ideal starter/investment, 1344 sf townhouse, 2 bed-Ideal starter/investment, 1344 sf townhouse, 2 bed-Ideal starter/investment, 1344 sf townhouse, 2 bed-Ideal starter/investment, 1344 sf townhouse, 2 bed-
rooms + den, balcony off eat-in kitchen, deck off liv-rooms + den, balcony off eat-in kitchen, deck off liv-rooms + den, balcony off eat-in kitchen, deck off liv-rooms + den, balcony off eat-in kitchen, deck off liv-
ing & formal dining, big bay windows, jet tub ensuite,ing & formal dining, big bay windows, jet tub ensuite,ing & formal dining, big bay windows, jet tub ensuite,ing & formal dining, big bay windows, jet tub ensuite,
double tandem garage, low condo fee $186/month.double tandem garage, low condo fee $186/month.double tandem garage, low condo fee $186/month.double tandem garage, low condo fee $186/month.

Cougar Ridge, $775,000Cougar Ridge, $775,000Cougar Ridge, $775,000Cougar Ridge, $775,000
103 Cougar Plateau Circle SW103 Cougar Plateau Circle SW103 Cougar Plateau Circle SW103 Cougar Plateau Circle SW
The Promontory of Cougar Ridge! With extensive up-The Promontory of Cougar Ridge! With extensive up-The Promontory of Cougar Ridge! With extensive up-The Promontory of Cougar Ridge! With extensive up-
grades, 2300 sf, + dev’d basement, chef’s kitchen, gran-grades, 2300 sf, + dev’d basement, chef’s kitchen, gran-grades, 2300 sf, + dev’d basement, chef’s kitchen, gran-grades, 2300 sf, + dev’d basement, chef’s kitchen, gran-
ite countertops, high-end stainless appliances, hugeite countertops, high-end stainless appliances, hugeite countertops, high-end stainless appliances, hugeite countertops, high-end stainless appliances, huge
pantry w/ space for freezer, 3+1 bedrooms.pantry w/ space for freezer, 3+1 bedrooms.pantry w/ space for freezer, 3+1 bedrooms.pantry w/ space for freezer, 3+1 bedrooms.


