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T
herecent spateof
house fires inCalgary
isdominating talk at
watercoolers around
thecity.We’rehearing

thequestions—whatcanwedo
to stop this fromhappening tous,
andwhatdowedo if it does?
“Prevention isourNo. 1 lineof

protection,” says JeffBudai, pub-
lic informationofficer for the
CalgaryFireDepartment. “If
people take the time tokeep
safety inmind,wecanreduce the
emergencies thatoccur.”
We’ve researched this topic

timeandagain, sohere, inone
place,we’representinga full
guide toprotectingyourself and
your family fromfire and fromits
relatedkiller, carbonmonoxide.
Wehopeyou’ll clip theguideout
(orprint it outonline) andgo
through it stepbystep.
If you have any questions or

concerns about fire safety, call
311 to be referred to theCalgary
FireDepartment, or visit its
website at calgaryfire.ca.
The department also has a va-

riety of prevention programs,
including home visits to check
for and install smoke detectors,
the FireCadet program (a high
school credit course) and
Y-FIRES, a confidential, free
program thatworkswith kids
aged three to 17who’ve demon-
strated unsafe fire behaviour.

Hunt forhazards
Youmaynot be able to prevent

every fire, but you can certainly
preventmany. Take a tour of your
house and garden, looking for
and then removing potential
hazards.
■Check the kitchen, source of
the highest percentage of home
fires. Never leave a pot unat-
tended, always double-check
that stovetops and ovens have
been turned off, keep stovetops
clear, and don’twear loose cloth-
ing around stoves.
■Never leave candles unat-
tended or let themburn near
flammablematerials such as

curtains. Position
them in a non-
flammable con-
tainer to pro-
tect the sur-
face below
them.

■Provide
properash-
trays—
butts
dropped in

flowerpotscan
smoulder for
hoursbeforeset-
tingpeatmoss

alight.
■Havefuel-burning
appliancessuchasfur-
naces, fireplaces,wood

stovesandwaterheaters
checkedandcleanedan-

nually.Keepallmate-
rials, especially
combustible
ones,well away
fromthem.Keep

barbecuesaway
fromhousesand
combustiblesur-
faces.
■Removeallhaz-
ardouschemicals
suchaspaint thin-
nersandgasoline

fromindoorstorage,
especially frombase-
mentsornear fur-
naces,etc. If youneed
tostore them,usea

metalcupboard in thegarage.
Alsoreassessyourneedfor them.
Ifpossible,disposeof them:give
themaway,or takethemtoahaz-
ardouswastecollectionpoint (city
landfillsandmanyfirestations:
checkcalgary.caorcall311 for lo-
cations).
■Declutter your home, garage
and yard, to remove obstacles to
easy exits and to remove poten-
tial combustiblematerial.

Be fire smart
This is especially valuable in

areaswhere nature is close by,
raising your risk fromgrass or
forest fires.
■Remove flammable trees and
shrubs such as pine, spruce and
juniper that are close to build-
ings. Aspen, poplar and birch are
less flammable.
■Removedeadfall orwoodpiles,
and store firewoodwell away
frombuildings.
■Keepgrassmowed andwa-
tered. If possible, lay crushed
rock at the base of your house to
prevent direct flame contact at
ground level.
■Keep leaves and evergreen
needles away from roofs, decks,
gutters and house foundations.
■Prune shrubs, removing all
dead branches.
■Delimb large trees two to
threemetres from the ground.
■Trimback branches hanging
over your roof or touching your
house.
■Talk to your neighbours and
help minimize their risks,which
will helpminimize yours.
■Visit partnersinprotection.
ab.ca formore information.

Dothepaperwork
The time to check your insur-

ance coverage and ensure that
you’re prepared tomake a claim
before a disaster happens—not
after.
■Whether you rent or own, en-
sure that you have adequate
coverage for your home’s con-
tents. Base it on “full replace-
ment value.”
■Check exclusions and limits:
valuable itemsmayneed addi-
tional riders or policies to be fully
covered.
■Tomake a claim, you’ll need
records of the property you’ve
lost. At the very least, film your
home’s contents and store the
tape or file offsite. Consider
compiling awritten inventory of
your home’s contentswith pur-
chase and cost details, and serial
numbers.
■Store documents such as birth
certificates, passports andmort-
gages either offsite (in a finan-
cial institution’s safe deposit box
—you can keep copies at home
for your records) or in a fire-
resistant container.
■Ensurethatyouhaveup-to-date
wills, livingwillsandpowersofat-
torneyforall adults in thefamily.

Beprepared
Whatwouldyoudo ifyouhadto

evacuateyourhomeonshortno-
tice? Emergencypreparedness
expertsadvocateputtingtogether
asupplykit thatwillgetyouand
your family (includingpets)
throughthefirst72hours.There’s
more informationat redcross.ca
andgetprepared.ca,buthere’sa
snapshotofwhatyou’ll need.
Store items inabackpackwith
wheels, closetoanexitdoor.
■ Flashlight and batteries

■Radio and batteries (replace
batteries annually, or use awind-
up radio)
■Toilet paper and personal
supplies
■Photocopies of important pa-
pers such as ID and personal
documents
■Canned food andbottled
water (replace annually or as
necessary)
■Manual can opener
■Change of clothes and shoes
■Kids’ supplies such as diapers
■Blankets or sleeping bags
■Extra car keys and cash
■Awhistle to attract attention
■ First-aid kit
■Medication
■Pet food and supplies

Ensureearly
detection

Smoke detectors save lives.
Period. Here’s everything you
need to know to help themdo
their jobs.
■Post-1997,newhomeswerere-
quiredtohavesmokedetectors
hard-wired intotheelectrical sys-
tem.Checkthatyouhaveat least
onedetectoronevery level. If
they’rehard-wired,checkthat
theyhaveabatterybackup(for
whenthepowergoesout).
■Adddetectors as needed: on
every level, to protect sleeping
areas and as battery backups.
■Whenbuying detectors, en-
sure they’re CSAorULC ap-
proved. Look for ones that detect
fireswith both ionization
(quickly spreading, flaming fires)
and photoelectric (smouldering
fires) technology. Consider de-
tectors that use a voice instead
of a beep, as theymaywake chil-
drenmore effectively.
■ Install detectors as per their
instructions, for optimal detec-
tion and to reduce false alarms.
■Test the detectorsmonthly by
pushing their “test” button.
■Clean the detectors annually
bywiping the exteriorwith a
dampcloth or vacuuming itwith
a brush attachment.
■Replacethebatteriesannually.
■Replacethedetectorsasre-
quiredbytheir instructions—at
leastevery10years (write thepur-
chasedateonthe inside).

First lineofdefence
Ensure that you have fire extin-

guishers on hand, and that you
knowhow to use them.
■Position fireextinguishers in
everyvulnerable room, including
kitchens,workshopsandgarages.
Ensurethey’reeasily reachable
(not, forexample, storedwhere
you’dhavetoreachover the
stovetoptogetat them).
■Make sure they’re all-purpose
rated (e.g. A for paper andwood,
B for grease and oil andC for
electrical fires).
■Store fire extinguishers up-
right and don’t allow them to
freeze.
■ If they’re rechargeable,make
sure they’re recharged immedi-
ately after any use.
■Use a fire extinguisherwith
the PASS technique: Pull the pin;
Aim lowat the base of the
flames; Squeeze the handle;and
Sweep fromside to side.
■Useanextinguisheronly if the
fire issmall, youhaveaclearexit,
everyonehasevacuatedand911
hasbeencalled.Alwaysstaybe-
tweenthefireandanexit.
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Click on Life at
Home to readmore
fire safety informa-
tion, including:
Plan your escape;
Build safe; and
Carbonmonoxide
—the silent killer

AROUNDTHE

HOUSE
Doyoustay

ordoyougo-go?
TELEVISION• If you live in a
house for long enough, you’ll
face the inevitable question:
renovate or real estate?
Do you love the house and

neighbourhood enough to put
yourself through amajor reno to
make the home fit the changing
needs of your family, or is it time
to look for newdigs?
A newWNetwork series will

attempt to answer exactly that
question this fall. Love It or List
It pitches designer Hilary Farr
against real estate expert
David Visentin for the home-
owner’s vote.
Farr attempts to transform

the home tomeet the home-
owners’ needs, while Visentin
searches for just the right
home on the real estate
market.
In the end, the homeowners

get to choosewhat to do—
whilewe at homecheer them
on. Love It or List It premieres on
Sept. 8 at 7 p.m.

—CalgaryHerald

Buzz through
vinyl siding

TOOLS • If there’s an exterior
renovation in your future that
will have you cutting vinyl sid-
ing, there’s a newsawblade on
themarket just for you.
One of the newestMarathon

sawblades from Irwin has been
designed specifically to cut
through vinyl siding smoothly—
anotoriously difficult task.
Thatmeans nomore vinyl

chipping and cracking, and no
more ruinedwoodblades.
TheMarathon vinyl siding

bladewill also handle all thin-
walled plastic buildingmaterial,
including fencing, downspouts,
gutters, lattice andPVCpiping.
The blades retail for a sug-

gested price of $11.50, and are
available at retail hardware loca-
tions and specialty cutting dis-
tributors. There’smore informa-
tion at irwin.com.

—CalgaryHerald

Time toget
decorating

RESOURCE •Getdecorating.com
features thousandsofphotosof
homesfromallover, incorporat-
ingthe latest trends in interiorde-
signandbuilding.
Ideas for renovation, remodel-

ling or decorating bedrooms,
baths, kitchens, patios andmore
can be saved to a personal Idea
File that can be sharedwith con-
tractors and friends.
Membership includes access

to photo albums posted by
othermembers, a home prod-
ucts and services directory or-
ganized by region and a design
gallery with articles on home
decor.
Join for amonth or up to two

years.Membership starts at
$16.99.

—McClatchyNewspapers

FIRE
alarmed?

Protect yourself with
our guide to at-home fire
prevention, detection

and survival

YVONNE JEFFERY
CALGARYHERALD

403-870-8811

Killarney $598,000 • 2408, 27 Street SW
Mint condition, inner city, 1596 s.f. infill + developed
basement, amazing treed/private lot, Gorgeous
kitchen with black pearl granite & stainless steel
appliances. 2 + 1 bedrooms, vaulted master bedroom
with fireplace, tranquil backyard with pond.

Patterson $625,000 • 107 Patterson Blvd SW
Beautifully updated 4 + 1 bedroom home with
over 3000 s.f. of living space! Hardwood floors,
trackless carpet, granite counters, stainless steel
appliances, newly developed basement with media
room, games room, 5th bedroom & bath.

Aspen Woods $675,000 • 84 Aspen Stone Rd SW
Thoughtfully designed, with organization, closet
space & convenient family living in mind, 2361 s.f.
home, kitchen with granite counters & amazing
walk-thru pantry, 3 bedrooms, huge bonus room,
vaulted ceiling, formal dining room, big backyard.

Killarney $795,000 • 3018, 27 Street SW
New, executive attached home with developed
basement & double garage! 2800 s.f. of development,
featuring granite counters, hardwood, upgraded
Grohe fixtures, 3 + 1 bedrooms, fabulous basement
development with wet bar/games room.


