
WhenNicole Bacsalmasi’s col-
leagues read that College Pro
Painters and ICI Paintswere

offering a free exteriormakeover for
thewinner of the the city’s ugliest
house contest, they knew that she and
fianceRaymondBastedo had to enter.
With awhole-house interior renova-

tion almost complete and awedding
on theway, Bacsalmasi says there sim-
plywasn’t anymoney in the budget to
paint the exterior.
“I would betmy life savings that it’s

the greenest house in theworld,” she
wrote in her contest entry. “This
would be the best wedding present
ever. My neighbours will be ever so
grateful.”
And so, on July 26, teams fromCol-

lege Pro Painters (which donated con-
test proceeds toHabitat for Humanity
Calgary) and ICI Paints descended on
the inner city home, scraping, sanding
and painting the house, the trimand
even the fence (itwas green, too).
The result couldn’t be better for the

young couple.
“They did an amazing job,” Bac-

salmasi says. “The paint jobmade it
feel like our homenow instead of just
somehouse thatwebought.”
Not tomention earning themheart-

felt thanks from the neighbourhood.

—Yvonne Jeffery, CalgaryHerald

Stoptheguesswork
TTOOOOLLSS•There’sanewstudsensor in
thetoolcrib,and it’swellworthtaking
home.TheStanleyFatMaxStudSensor
400comeswith
tonsof features,but
oneof thebest is the
OnePassstudcentre
detection. Itaccu-
rately locatesthe
centreofawoodor
metalstud in just
onepass—and it’s
easytovisualize the
studbehindthewall,
becausethesensor
hasbeendesigned
so itswidth is the
sameasastandardtwobyfour.Other
features includetwotypesofACwire
detection(ideal foravoidingtrouble if
you’redemolishingawall—alwaystest
forelectricalwiresbeforeyoustartham-
mering)andanautomaticdepthselec-
tionthat“sees” throughconcrete, lat-
tice,drywall andothermaterialsupto
3.75cm(1.5 inches) thick.
TheFatMaxStudSensor400retails

for$39.99athardwareandhomestores
thatcarryStanley tools. There’smore
informationat stanleytools.com.

—CalgaryHerald

Canwedo
something about

that smell?
PPRROODDUUCCTT • Want an easy way to
kill the millions of germs and
odour-causing bacteria in your
home?” The new UV-C Pluggable
Air Sanitizer, by Germ Guardian
(www.germguardian.com/) can be
used at your home, office, hotel,
doctor’s office or anywhere indoors
where there is a desire to sanitize
germs and eliminate odours from
the air.
How does it work? A powerful fan

draws air into the product.
Next, the ultraviolet light technol-

ogy kills 99 per cent of targeted
germs, as well as allergens and
odours. The fan returns fresh air back
into the room.
The air sanitizer plugs into awall

socket.
It’s effective on odours from smoke,

cooking, mildew, pets, diapers and
more.
Cool to the touch and safe around

children and pets, the new device
uses less energy than a standard light
bulb.
The UV-C bulb will last between

4,000 and 5,000 hours.
The UV-C Pluggable Air Sanitizer re-

tails for $54.99 and is available at
The Bay, Zellers, HomeHardware and
Canadian Tire.

—Pamela Fieber, Calgary Herald
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T
here’sa timelessquality to
theartof JayRomaLamb.
Whether it’s theglassWa-
terlight series,with its flow-
ingpalebluehues,or the

brighter,bolderKoanseries, thework
seemstounfolda littlemorewitheach
viewing.Perhaps the light strikes theart
inadifferentway,castingnewshadows,
orperhapsyoustanda littlecloser, see-
ingdetails insteadofagrandscheme.
Yet, this largely self-taught artist has

beencreating art for just 10 years.
“Itwas strictly intuition,” he saysof

the switch from themusic that he’d
beenplaying since childhood to the
mediumof art.Also aCalgaryhair-
dresser,RomaLambsays that he grew
up in a family of artists, but itwasn’t
until relatively recently that he chose
to follow that path.
“Beingameditator, I hadbeen influ-

encedbyAsianart—by theartofTao-
ismandBuddhism,with thedark
woodsand themetals, likecopper.One
day, I justwent to the scrapmetal yard
andgot a trunk full ofmetal,” he says.
Indeed,hecreditsmeditationwith

thegenesisofmuchofhiswork. For the
first six to sevenyears, he focusedon
mixedmediawall pieces, predomi-
nantlywoodandcopper, but thepaint-
inggraduallybecomemore important.
And then, twoyears ago, a creative

accident ledhim toexperimentwith
glass.Hewasusing epoxy to glue a
mirror to apieceof glass for his hair

salon, and—again, by intuition—he
spread the epoxyon theglass beyond
themirror’s borders.Whenhecame
back thenext day, he saw the shadows
cast on thewall by the texturedepoxy,
and, inhiswords, “from thatmoment
on, thatwas it.”
Thatwas thecatalyst forhisWa-

terlight series,whichusesglassasacan-
vas forcolourandtexture.Taking its
cue fromwater, theglassseemsto flow,
creatingmovementanddepth that’s
echoedonthewall surfacebehind it.
“Glass has its ownwonder and love-

liness,” he says. “Like fire orwater, it
drawsyou in, captures you. Somy job
is at least half donebefore I arrive. It’s
like arranging flowers or creating a
smallwaterfall in your yard—if you
canappreciate thebeauty inherent in
themedium, you’ll be less likely to
overwork it.”
Manypieces incorporate clear glass

balls— lookclosely, and they reveal
RomaLamb’s poetry, a fewwords at a
time: spare, simple, but packedwith
emotion, like the one that reads “love
is to peace aswater to the sea.”
“Alongwith the initial impact of the

piece, there’s also this secret little
world in there that people can ex-
plore,” he says.

Calgary’s ugliest home—no longer

ColleenDeNeve, CalgaryHerald
The “greenest house in theworld”was due for a seriousmakeover.

Stuart Gradon, Calgary Herald
The finished paint job in a soothing taupe is amuch classier look.
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Jay RomaLamb
showshis art-
work atWillow
Studio. He once
focused on
mixedmedia
wall pieces, but
lately has been
experimenting
with glass as a
canvas for
colour and
texture.

Jay Roma
Lamb’swork
originates
in the still,
silentworld
ofmeditation
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Elbow Park, $2,195,000
130 Garden Crescent, SW

Architecturally designed, an exquisite
renovation. Fabulous downtown retreat
in tranquil location backing ravine,
steps to Elbow River & Glencoe Club.

Features dual master suites, amazing
kitchen, beautifully appointed wine
cellar & media room. Top-of-the-line
finishings throughout!

AA673886


