
Elbow Valley - $675,000
15 Bent Tree Place
1583 + 1370 SF villa on a quiet cul-de-sac backing a green
space & fronting a park! 1+2 bdrm & den, formal dining,
hardwood floors, blue-pearl granite counters & jet-tub
ens. in master! Stamped concrete drive, beautifully dev’d
basement w/ full-size windows.

Patterson - $625,000
138 Patterson Hill, SW
Beautifully updated 2+2 bdrm bungalow w/ hardwood
floors, vaulted ceilings, California shutters, granite,
stainless steel appliances & open floor plan! Dev’d
walkout feat. huge rec room, games area, 2 bdrms & full
bath. Over 2440 SF of living space!

Coach Hill, $599,000
39 Coachwood Place, SW
2127 + 704 SF beautifully updated 4 + 1 bedroom on a quiet
cul-de-sac; close to schools, parks, and DT! Hardwood
floors, wood-burning fireplace, formal dining room,
stainless steel appliances & granite in kitchen, large
backyard & developed basement!

AA673881

Discovery Ridge - $639,000
314 Discovery Ridge Way, SW
Steps to Griffiths Woods Park, this family home offers
over 3000 SF of dev’d living space! 3+1 bdrm & den, rich
hardwood floors, stone facing fireplaces, stainless steel
appliances, main floor laundry, 5 pc mstr ensuite & lrg rec
room in dev’d bsmt!

West Springs - $825,000
6 West Cedar Place, SW
Executive home in West Springs with beautiful finishings

& fabulous curb appeal! Over 3400 SF, 4+1 bdrms,
jetted shower & jet-tub in mstr, premium stainless steel
appliances & granite counters in kitchen, main-floor
laundry & masterfully dev’d basement!
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W
henBlinda
Bilou and
Stephen
Sosnick
took posses-

sion of their home just out-
sideCalgary two years ago,
it sportedwhite linoleum,
white ceilings, whitewalls
and pink-tinged, bleached
oakwoodwork. It was, she
says, a very standard
builder’s special, built in
1997.
It didn’t stay standard for

long.
Step into the home today,

and you’re instantly trans-
ported toVenice’s palazzos,
themansions that still line
the canals of the northern
Italian city. Intricate iron-
work, purposefully over-
sized furniture pieces and
rich textures announce that
this is a decorwith a long
pedigree.
But it’s also a decor that’s

been achievedwith items
andmaterials primarily
found right here at home,

rather than across theAt-
lantic.
“I’ve been collecting for-

ever,” acknowledges Bilou,
whose artistic flair has
brought her into the field of
interior design.
“Whenwemoved in, all

the furniture, even the fire-
place and the paint colours,
camewith us fromour old
house.”
The couple took 30 days to

paint the home’s doors,
walls and ceilings, lay a dark
slate floor, and have lighting
and electrical items re-
placed. That alonewould
have been a sea change from
the home’s previous pale in-
carnation. But then they re-
ally got towork, having rec-
ognized on a six-day trip to
Venice that the citywas very
much the culmination of all
that inspired them.
“Venice iswhere Europe

meets the East, so it’s a little
bit exotic but oldworld at
the same time,” explains

Bilou.
Oncea seatofpower for the

ByzantineEmpire, and for
centuries amajorcentre for
tradebetweenEast andWest,
Venice takes its influences
frommanydirections—as
Bilounotes, it’s aplacewhere
Chinese silks co-existhappily
withEuropeanwoodcarv-

ingsand Indianspices.
Thismarriage of cultures

is now reflected in her
home,where the kitchen
sink resembles a baptismal
font and the antique dining
roomchairs sport hand-
tooled and painted leather.

Treasure
hunting
at Spruce
Meadows

EVENT • Bring an antique of
your own for appraisal or
treasure hunt among the
thousands of collectibles this
weekend at an antiques show
at SpruceMeadows.
Quality dealers fromacross

the countrywill sell country,
formal and prairie furniture,
cowboy collectibles, folk art,
native artefacts, ’60s decor,
art glass, fine china, clocks,
among a host of other old
treasures.
Peter Blundel’s Antiques

Identifications clinic will be
set up and for a $10per item
fee you can find out the ori-
gins or the value of your an-
tique items.
The show runs today from

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admis-
sion is $7, (including parking)
and children under 12 are
free. Formore information,
check out antiqueshows-
canada.com

—CalgaryHerald

Takeapeek
atCalgary
ponds

EVENT • In landlockedCalgary,
it’s nowonder people get ex-
cited about ponds and back-
yardwater features.
Thisweekend, you can

whet your appetite or get in-
spired for your ownplans as
Waterworks Ponds hosts its
first-ever Parade of Ponds.
Take a self-guided tour

of 12 of Calgary’swater fea-
tures, includingwaterfalls,
ponds, customwaterwalls
and gurgler rocks at private
homes and in commercial
spaces. One of the highlights
of the tour is awater featureat
aprivatehome inSpringbank
that has a 25-metre long bab-
bling brook that drops an ele-
vation of fivemetres and
empties into twoKoi ponds.
Tickets are $15 and all pro-

ceeds go to theAlberta
Children’sHospitalFoundation.
Call 403-266-5045or email
calgary@waterworksponds
for ticket information and a
map.

—CalgaryHerald

Dreams of Byzantium
Inspired
byVenice,
a couple

transforms
their home

using local finds
andplenty
of creativity

Insider tips
Togiveyourhouseanew

leaseon lifeonaminimal
budget—andavoid themess
andstressofa renovation—
BlindaBilousuggestsstripping
outallof theaccessories ina
space, includingthedraperies.
Whenyouhaveablankslate

in frontofyou,with justwalls
andmajorpiecesof furniture,
shesays it’seasier to tap into
yourcreativityandvisualize
newcoloursoraccessories
fromdifferentareasof the
house.
“It’s theeasiestwaytogive

yourselfanewlook,”shesays.
And ifyou’reworkingwitha
tightbudget,makesureyou
allocate it throughout thearea
you’re redecorating.Thiswill
help toavoidabig-ticket
splurgethat leavesyou
without fundsto finishtherest
of thespace.

Themaster bed features
serpentine carvings.

The antique dining room table and chairswere an
“accidental” find during a shopping trip.

Photos, ColleenDeNeve,
CalgaryHerald

The lion’sheadpanelabove
thestove isanauthentic
replicaofaVictorian
fireplacebacking.
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Seemore photos of
the house by clicking
on Life at Home

Contacts
Blinda Bilou, Interior
Inspirations: 403-949-8234.
Stephen Sosnick, Refining
FireMetalworks:
403-589-6594


