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B
ack in the day, back-
yard swingsets
weremade ofmetal
and became rusty,
squeaky eyesores

long before the kids grew up.
They alsoweren’t that
sturdy, prompting falls that
led to injuries.
“I’m pretty suremy brother

broke his arm on ours,” re-
calls Heather Smith of her
childhood playset.
“They’re somuch fun for

the kids, but playsets can be
dangerous.”
That’s one reason Smith

and her husband JoeHocher
extensively researched dif-
ferent brands and styles of
swingsets before choosing a
RainbowPlay System for the
backyard of their North
Glenmore Park home. But
more than safety, the parents
of Camryn, 2, and Brennan,
threemonths, wanted a play-
set that was durable, would
growwith their young chil-
dren andwould look good,
too.
“They’re just beautiful

playsets,” says Smith of the
cedar-framed clubhouse that
was installed in June.
Wedged in a shady corner

of the lot between amature
spruce and a hawthorne tree,
the unit, with its green slide
and accessories, blendswith
the landscaping and looks
like it belongs.
“We tried to go as natural

as we could,” says Smith, not-
ing they chose a cedar roof
and green accents for the
playset so it would integrate

organically with theirmature
yard.
Asmore Calgary families

add play equipment to the
backyard—or build it in to
the landscaping plans—
form has become just as im-
portant as function. Back-
yard playgrounds have to be
safe and beautiful.
“Peoplewant the play-

ground, but they don’t want
it to stick out,” says Steve
Neubauer of Blue Grass Ltd.
nursery near Balzac, which
sells RainbowPlay Systems
alongwithmore typical yard
offerings of sod, trees, shrubs
and flowers.
“I’ll order just asmany for-

est green toddler (swing)
buckets as all the other
colours combined.”
He says customers love the

solid redwood andwestern
cedar sets, which have a nat-
ural mountain look (unlike
their garishly-coloured, plas-
tic play structure brethren).
The chains on swings are

vinyl coated, preventing fin-
ger pincheswhile keeping
handswarmer, helping to ex-
tend the playground season.
The units are also customiz-
able depending on the kids’
ages, so toddler buckets can
be exchanged for regular
swings as children grow.

’Fessuptoyour
mess

CONTEST •Doesyour teenager
live inCalgary’smessiestbed-
room?Youknow, theonewith
dirtyclothescovering the floor
andhalf eatensandwiches (that
missed theoverflowinggarbage
bin)decomposingon the
clothes.
If your teen’s lair is thatmessy

—orworse—wewant tohear
fromyou.Pleasee-mail apara-
graphdescribing thedisaster,
plusnomore than two images
of theoffensivespace, to lifeath-
omecomment@theherald.can-
west.combyAug.29.
Thewinnerwill receivea$100

gift certificate towardaconsul-
tationwithprofessional orga-
nizerDebiStephensonof
Room2Organize.
Hisorherbedroomwill alsobe

featured inaLifeAtHomestory
aboutorganizing the teenage
space fora freshstart to the
school year.

—CalgaryHerald

Energysmart
APPLIANCES •Homeappli-
ances—those traditional en-
ergy-andwater-hogs—have
madegreat strides in recent
years towardgreening them-
selvesandbecomingEnergy
Starqualified. Leading thepack
isBosch, theonlymanufacturer
whoseentireproduct line isEn-
ergyStarcertified. Thecom-
pany’s fall 2007 lineshowcases
newfeatures thatwill helpsave
morewaterwhile lowering
householdenergybills.
■The latestmodelofBosch’s In-
tegradishwasherchecks thesoil
level indirtywater, thenadjusts
thewater level andcycleac-
cordingly.
■The front-loadingAxxis
clotheswasheruses79percent
lessenergy thanconventional
top loaders. Itshand-washables
settingcanhandlecashmere.
■The InductionCooktop range
heatsonly thecontentsof the
potorpan,not theentire
kitchen.
■Bosch’s lineofwall ovenshave
a fast-preheatoption, anda
built-in temperature-detecting
probe thatallows theoven to
turn itself off onceameal’spre-
set internal temperature is
reached.
Formore informationgo to

Bosch-appliances.caorcall
1-800-921-9622 to requesta
brochure.

—CalgaryHerald

AROUND THEHOUSE

Backyard bling extends
to posh playsets that not

only look good but
aremuch safer

Swinging
in style

Five-year-old Chloe playswith an oversized pair of binoc-
ulars in a friend's backyard play set.
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Fashion forward
and eco-friendly furniture
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LIVINGGREENER

Photos, Grant Black, CalgaryHerald
CamrynHocher, 2, Gregory, 3, andChloe, 5, play on the solid
redwoodplayset, completewith cedar roof, in the shade of a
couple ofmature trees in the family’s backyard.

55 Spruce Place $399,900
2 new suites, both with double indoor parking, 1000
s.f. with 2 bedroom/2 baths $399,000 and $459,000,
choose your view: mountains or city!

44 Glamis Gardens, SW $399,000
End unit townhouse with double garage, over 1500
s.f. with 3 bedrooms & fenced west backyard with
heritage stone patio & perennial landscaping.

552 Cougar Ridge Drive, SW $519,000
Stylish 3 bedroom home, across from park & steps
to School! Approx. 1800 s.f. + superb basement dev.
with media room, beautiful backyard, 10/10!

107 Weston Manor, SW $525,000
Terrific value, 3 bdrm 2-storey, quiet street, steps to
park/playground. Upgraded 2034 s.f. home w/ “estate
pkg” finishings, open plan, his & hers walk-in closets.

15 Springbank Mount, SW $695,000
Cul-de-sac, 2-storey with dev’d basement, almost
3100 s.f. of living space, hardwood floors, maple
kitchen, formal dining rm, big bonus rm, 3 bdrms.

AA632910


