
Tedd Jacob, CalgaryHerald
This oil painting abstract of amountain scene, byNepalese artist LaxmanShrestha, is the first artwork theHuffakers purchased as a couple.

Transformanycorner
intoaworkstation

TIP•With livingspaceatapre-
miumandmorepeopleworking
fromhome,creativeapproaches
areneeded toblendanoffice into
any roomin thehouse.
According tostyleathome.com,

allottingawhole roomtoanof-
ficecanoftenbean impractical
wasteof space.Dependingon
yourhome’s spacesituation,
whetheryouhavechildrenand
whatkindofworkenvironment
youneed (whetheryouneed
quietorcan toleratesomenoise),
STYLEatHOMEmagazinemakes
the followingsuggestionsas to
howto incorporateanoffice into
otherkey rooms inahome.
■Living/family room:By fur-
nishingwithasmall deskor table,
andstashingsupplies indecora-
tiveboxes—orothercreative
hideaways—onnearbybook-
shelves, oneof thekey relaxation
rooms inanyhomecanbe turned
intoan impromptuoffice.Your
bestbet is toavoidbulkycom-
puterequipment, andbuya lap-
top thatcanbequickly stashed
awayandoutof sight.
■Dining room: If youhavea lap
top, youcanuse theexistingdin-
ing tableasadesk, andusea
nearbydrawerorcabinet for stor-
ageandsupplies. If spaceallows,
a secretary, deskorarmoirecan
beadded to the room—when
not functioningasadesk, it can
doubleasasideboard.
■Bedroom:While it’sgenerally
believedthatcombiningone’sof-
ficeandbedroomtakesapsycho-
logical toll, sometimespeople
havenochoice.STYLEatHOME
recommendsseparatingtheof-
ficeandsleepingcomponentsof
theroombyusingascreentohide
yourworkarea,oremployingan
armoireorsecretary thatcan
closeupanddisappear fromview.

—Chris Lackner,CanWest
NewsService

Familyfriendly
livingrooms

TIPS •Typically theepicentreof
social activity inanyhome, the
family roomisalwaysaplace
thatcanusesometinkeringand
renovation. SarahMillerof
quotecity.com,awebportal for
homeownersandcontractors, of-
fers the following remodelling
suggestions:
■ Pick the right flat-screenTV:
Consider factors suchassize,
designandcompatibilitywith
the room.
■LetyourTVtakecentrestage:
Don’t fearmakingtheTVpromi-
nent intheroom. Inthemodern
eraofsleek, thinflat-screentelevi-
sions, there isnoreasontohide
yourscreeninaroom’scorner
(somethingoftendonewiththe
flat-screen’sbulkypredecessor).
MountingtheTVonawalloffersa
commonsolution—allowingaTV
totakeuplessspace,bethecentre
ofattentionandgenerallybeseen
fromanywhere intheroom.
■Windows:Chooseshades,
blindsandwindowfilmthatwill
protect furnitureandcarpet from
thewear-and-tearof thesun, and
can reduce theglarehitting the
TVscreen.
■Havea floorplan: Ensureyour
floorsdo the roomjusticeas the
mostwell-troddenhome in the
house, and the focalpoint foren-
tertainingguests—either
throughstylishcarpetsorhard-
wood floorscombinedwith rugs
that suit thecolour schemeand
feel of your family room.

—CanWestNewsService
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T
hey’ve lived in
Mumbai,Wash-
ington,D.C.,
Moscow,Ottawa
andnowCalgary,

but forTomandClaireHuf-
faker, home iswherever they
hang their art.
After being assigned the

three-yearpost ofU.S. consul
general forAlberta,
Saskatchewanand theNorth-
westTerritories,Tommoved
toCalgary lastAugustwith

hiswife, two teenage chil-
dren anda two-year-old
miniaturedachshund the
family adopted inRussia. In-
steadof engaging in abidding
war to find suitable digs in
the city’s hot housingmarket,
Uncle Sammoved theHuf-
fakers into theU.S. govern-
ment-ownedconsul general’s
residence, a spacious, re-
verse-walkout bungalow lo-
catedona large, leafy, L-
shaped lot inMountRoyal.
With their own furniture

perpetually in storage and
their newhomealready fur-

nished,movingdaywas akin
to showingupatThe Jeffer-
sonHotel inD.C.,with a lot of
suitcases, paintings andarea
rugs. “Whenyou firstwalk in,
anduntil youget your stuff
in, it doesn’t feel like ahome.
It feels like anicehotel,” says
Claire.
After a stately and some-

what formidable entrance—
theU.S. StateDepartment
seal is affixed to the front
window, andbothOldGlory
and theMapleLeaf flags

hangceremoniously from
poles in theoak-floored foyer
—astaircasebeckonsvisi-
tors up to thehome’s public
rooms.There formality soft-
ens, thanks to theHuffakers’
warmhospitality andglobal
decor. “Art andbooks are the
onlyway tomake it your
place,”Claire explains.
The familyhasdone that

with a flourish.Over the
courseof twodecadesof
married life in theU.S. For-
eignService,TomandClaire
have collected art andarti-
facts fromaround theworld.
Wool-on-wool carpets pur-

chased inTurkey andKash-
mir now lie atop thehome’s
parquet floors.Wood-carved,
hand-painted eggs fromRus-
sia adorn the fireplacemantel
in the living room.Paintings
fromNepal,Canada, South
Africa and the formerYu-
goslavia, amongother coun-
tries, add apersonal touch to
walls throughout the 4,500-
square-foot house.

WhenU.S. Consul General TomHuffaker and hiswife,
Claire,moved into their new residence, it didn’t quite feel

like home until the art, books and rugswere in place

Jenelle Schneider, CalgaryHerald
Wood-carved, hand-
painted decorative eggs
fromRussia adorn the
fireplacemantel in the
living room.
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SEEU.S. CONSUL,PAGEG2

Ted Jacob,
CalgaryHerald
The formal living
room is typical of the federal-
ist style, a conservative lookwhere

roomsare arranged in perfect sym-
metry separated bywide arches. The

roombeyond is theHuffakers’ favourite.

Home
ISWHERETHEART IS

Jenelle Schneider, CalgaryHerald
TomandClaireHuffaker
in the foyer of their resi-
dence,where theAmeri-
can andCanadian flags
hang.
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Outdoor decor is flashy
and fun

SeePagesG3&G4
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Just listed today, be the first to view!

63 Strathridge Gardens, SW $1,995,000 Clean lines, sleek
decor and urban style fuse together in this executive
family home in desirable Strathcona: backing onto a
ravine and boasting a fully developed walkout basement.
This magnificent home showcases almost 5400 s.f. of
sophisticated living space with 4 bedrooms, nook, den,

soaring windows, custom millwork through-out and
furniture quality built-ins. The custom kitchen is a chef’s
dream with a large centre island, top of the line stainless
steel appliances and true walk thru pantry. The walkout
has been masterfully developed with exercise room,
wine cellar, built-in entertainment centre and more.

AA622286


