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N
o hostworth her
weight in
canapés needs a
legitimate reason
to throw a

blowout bash. “Because it’s
Monday” shemight reason or
“peoniesmake a great centre-
piece.”
But consider this: It’s been

40 years since people, young
and old, flocked to San Fran-
cisco for a new social experi-
ence, free food and some free
loving. Yes, this summer
marks the 40th anniversary of
The Summer of Love.
There’s your legitimate rea-

son. It’s time to throw a party.
Planning to celebrate the

loving feelingof 1967 is easier
thanyou think. Fromblow-up
chairs to lava lamps, this city is
full of treasures, authentic and
not, to transformyourhome
into apartypad for anight.
Enthralledwith the idea of

throwing a ’60s-inspired
cocktail partymyself, I began
my research. Iwanted to cre-
ate a scenewhere guests felt
theywere stepping into a
swinging 1960s party pad.
The sort of placewhere there
might not be any food (but of
course therewould be), but
therewould be three types of
vodka in the freezer and a
case ofChampagne in the
fridge.

For inspiration, I turned to
design experts, books and the
movies.
“You don’t have to go pure

’60s to create a fun, ’60s feel,”
says SandraYoung, owner of
WillowStudio onKensington
Road.
Think of contemporary

elements and add a retro
splash. Lava lamps, beaded
curtains and shag rugs easily
come tomind.
Not everything, or even

anything, has to be bought
new. Scour garage sales,
Young suggests, and look for
beanbag chairs, itemswith
butterflies and flowers, and
coloured, textured, and cylin-
drical glassware reminiscent
of the decade.

MarcyMonford, design
consultant, recommends
playingwith shape, like the
circle or the globe, to give the
party an authentic feel. Cre-
ate somethingwithHula
Hoops or vinyl records. Use
records as serving trays or to
create a featurewall by hang-
ing either the records them-
selves or their covers.
Chrome, glass andwild

colours like pink, orange and
turquoise are perfect for a
summer party.Use colour
with reckless abandon in your

candles, linens andplates.
Armedwith a list of ideas, I

headed to second-hand
stores. Shopping in a large
venue like Value Village can
be overwhelming if you’re
not surewhat youwant. But
if you’ve done your home-
work, then a trip to the
housewares section can take
just a fewminutes.
Initially, I hadn’t planned to

buy furniture formyparty.
Butwhile scouring a Salvation
Army store, I spotted a low,
sleek black sofa and chair
with large red poppies. Itwas
dusty but in perfect condition.
The best part about this fabu-
lous findwas that the setwas
half price—$50 f0r both
pieces.

Several shopping trips later,
I completedmyparty-pad
vision. I was able to find
martini glasses, Champagne
bowls, wine glasses, vases
etchedwith naked go-go
dancers, daisy serving trays
anddishes, inspiredglassware
and retro linens. Imixedmy
second-hand findswith
dishes and glassware ofmy
own. (Houseware items
ranged in price from 25 cents
to $15.)

Libertycoming
toCalgary

NNEEWWSSTTOORREE •Vancouver-
basedhomedecorstoreLiberty
is coming toCalgary this fall, a
migrationpromptedbystrong
demand fromanexistingclient
base in thecity.
Sogreat is thestore’sappeal,

Calgarycustomershavebeen
knowntodrivedirectly fromthe
Vancouverairport to theshop,
saysgeneralmanagerColette
Soros. SheattributesLiberty’s
popularity to itsuniquehome
offeringscombinedwithcus-
tomerservice.
“Ourproduct is verydistinc-

tive.Wetrynot tohavewhat
everyoneelsehas,” saysSoros.
Themerchandise isdomi-

natedbyclassically inspired
pieceswithamodern twist,
priced tosuitdifferentbudgets.
Sheadds theshoppingexperi-
encesets thestoreapart.
“Liberty strives toengage the

senses, fromthe fountainsand
fresh flowers to themusicand
scentedcandles. It is awelcom-
ing, interactiveenvironment.”
TheCalgarystorewill be

modelledafterVancouver’s
flagshipshop—completewith
vaultedceilings, abundantnat-
ural lightandoriginal art—and
will be locatedat the footof
MountRoyal on 14St. S.W.near
17Ave., justblocks fromthe
DesignDistrict.
TheCalgary locationwill

carry furniture, accessories,
lighting, children’sproductsand
gardengoods. Forapreviewof
Liberty’sofferingsgo to
Libertyinside.com.

—LisaKadane,CalgaryHerald

Counter
cleanups

PPRROODDUUCCTTSS • Yourcleaning
productsneed tokeepupwith
newtrends inkitchensurfaces.
If you’re replacingyourold

Arboritecounterswithgranite
ormarble, orenamelappliances
withstainlesssteel, thenup-
gradeyourcleaners, too. Look
foreitheramulti-purposeprod-
uct thatmentionsyour surface
on the label, or aspecialtyprod-
uct that focuseson justone
material, suchasstainlesssteel.
Watch fornewproducts to

appearasnewsurfaces
becomemass-marketavailable.
Nowonthemarket, amongoth-
ers, is FantastikOxyPower
Multi-PurposeCleaner. It cleans
microwaves, stainlesssteel,
chrome, sinks, ceramic tile and
glassaswell ascarpet, fabric
andupholstery.
Anothergeneral cleanser,

PledgeMulti-SurfaceCleanand
Dust spray, is safe forwood,
glass, stainlesssteel, electron-
ics, sealedmarbleandgranite,
andpromisesnowaxybuildup.
Morespecificproducts in-

cludeMethod’sStainlessSteel
CleanerandPolishand
Method’sYlangYlangDaily
ShowerSpray for tiles. Both
productsarenaturallyderived
andnon-toxic. (Youcan finda
listof retailersatmethod-
home.com.)
FruitsandPassionmakesan

ArtHomeEcologicalCounter-
topCleanerwithorganic ingre-
dients. It’s handy for sinks, cup-
boards, appliances, ranges,
hoods, outdoorgrills and in the
bathroom(retailersat fruit-pas-
sion.com).

— KerryMoore
CanWestNewsService
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CreatingThePartyPad
Like the idea of transforming your home into a ’60s party pad
that’s big on style and the perfect backdrop for a good time?
Creativity, clean lines and attention to details are needed to create
a groovin’ party atmosphere. Check out these resources:

ReferenceBooks

Bring back
that loving
’60s feeling
for a night

SEEPARTYPAD,PAGEG2

Party
pad

■Collecting the 1960s by
MadeleineMarsh (Octopus
PublishingGroup Ltd., 2004)
■60s!ACatalogofMemories
andArtifactsbyJohnandGordon
Javna(St.Martin’sGriffin, 1988)
■Ceramicsof the ’50s& ’60s

bySteven Jenkins (Miller’s,
1991)
■ SixtiesDesign by Phillippe
Garner (Taschen, 1996)
■ ’60sDecorativeArt: A Source
Book, edited byCharlotte&
Peter Fiell (Taschen, 2000)

You don’t have
to go pure ’60s
tocreate

a fun, ’60s feel

SANDRAYOUNG,
OWNER OFWILLOWSTUDIO
‘‘
LeahHennel, CalgaryHerald
Garden sandal ceramic in orange, $15, atWillowStudio.
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Take a vacation in
your ownbackyard

SeePageG3
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West Springs $695,000

See more of Sam’s
listings inside

161 Wentworth Park, SW
Huge pie lot, like your own private park,
incredible landscaping with large pond &
waterfall, bridge, heritage stone patios,
deck, fire-pit & an aspen grove! 2000 s.f.
2-storey + fully developed basement, total
4 bedrooms, quiet cul-de-sac location.

Strathcona $650,000

57 Strathlea Grove, SW
Huge pie lot on child-friendly cul-de-
sac, 2140 s.f. home + dev’d basement
(almost 3000’), 3 + 1 bdrms & den with
French doors, vaulted bonus room, 2 f/p,
Island kitchen, extensive hardwood &
tile floors. Oversized double garage.

Aspen Estates $1,995,000

159 Aspen Meadows Place, SW
Spectacular 5700 s.f. walkout bungalow,
dramatic open plan with soaring ceilings,
walkout with dual staircases flanking a full
height stone fireplace, home gym, wine
cellar, home theatre, spa, doggie shower
& auto lovers oversize triple garage.

West Springs $589,000

7 West Jensen Place, SW
Stylish attached bungalow (not a condo),
built in 2006, with developed basement,
2200 s.f. of development, 3 bdrms in total,
hardwood floors, vaulted ceilings, granite
counters, upgraded appliances, skylight,
2 fireplaces, sunny south backyard.

Strathcona $1,150,000

66 Strathridge Grove, SW
Much sought after location, one of the
best streets on the west side, backing
west onto the ravine, 2500 s.f. 2-storey,
3 bdrms & main floor den, plus walkout
basement with newly developed wet bar,
4th bedroom & r.i. media room.

Discovery $559,000

#302, 10 Discovery Ridge Hill SW
Stylish & spacious townhouse with
double garage, over 1700 s.f. of luxurious
living space, kitchen w/ granite counters,
3 bedrooms / 3 baths, convenient location
steps to coffee shop, wine & convenience
stores, siding onto tranquil greenbelt.

Strathcona $799,000

28 Strathlea Place, SW
Location, location, location - backing onto
the ravine & into a tranquil grove of trees!
This hillside bungalow offers a total of
almost 2700 s.f. of living space, 1 + 2
bedrooms, open plan, sunny, + developed
walkout basement. Triple garage.

West Springs $499,000

59 West Springs Close, SW
Charming heritage style 1726 s.f. home
w/ front veranda & south backyard, quiet
cul-de-sac. Features gleaming hardwood
floors, white country kitchen, main floor
den, formal dining room, 3 bedrooms,
sunny deck, no maintenance vinyl fence.

Christie Estates $799,000

148 Christie Park View, SW
Spacious brick bungalow with developed
walkout basement, total of 3100 s.f. of
development, 2 + 2 bdrms, hardwood &
slate floors, wet bar, granite counters,
vaulted ceilings thru most of main lvl,
walkout family room is open to main floor.

AA622284


