
Dad’sdayideas,
bigandsmall

SSHHOOPPPPIINNGG•Momsandkidsat
a loss for Father’sDaygift ideas
fordearoldDadmaywant to
checkoutCanadianTire.
The iconicCanadiancatch-all

storehaspresents forhandy
dads, barbecue lovers, sports
fanatics, carenthusiasts, elec-
tronicsbuffs, outdoorsy types
andgardeners.
Ideas range from$50stain-

lesssteelbarbecue tool sets to
$400automotiveGPSnaviga-
tionsystemsto$5,5004x4
ATVs.

—CalgaryHerald

Sleight-of-hand
transformations
BBOOOOKK•Yearning foraunique
look foryournexthome-deco-
ratingproject, butdon’twant to
spendbigbucks?
Try out interior designer

Christopher Lowell’s ideas in
his latest book, One-of-a-Kind
Decorating Projects.Make
peacewith your crafting
demons, recommends Lowell
— if for no other reason than a
little decorative sleight-of-
hand canmake aworld of dif-
ference to theway your home
looks. Learn how to transform
an architectural ceilingmedal-
lion into a one-of-a-kindmirror
frame for over your fireplace or
how to staple yourway to
owning a collection of floating
fabric panels that add an arty
look to the house.
Learnhowtoholiday inyour

masterbedroomwithanor-
ganichotelmakeover.
Lowellmay flyunder the

radarhere inCanada,but in the
U.S., hehasauthored fivehome-
designbooksandhostedhis
ownself-titledhome-design
show, forwhichhewonaday-
timeEmmy in 1999.
This latestbook isacraft-

stylehow-tobook fordo-it-
yourselfers, sowarmyourglue
guns.One-of-a-KindDecorating
Projects ispublishedbyRan-
domHouse/ClarksonPotter
andsells for$37.95.

—CanWestNewsService

Off thewall
homesolutions

TTIIPPSS•Herearesome ingenious
—andunusual—solutions for
everydayproblemsthatarise
around thehouse:

QQuuiicckk ffiixxeess
■Useawidecandleasapin
cushion.Thewaxhelpspinsand
needlesslide inandoutof fabric
moreeasily.
■ If you’ve lostyourbathtub
plug, useagolf ball asasubsti-
tute. It stays inplaceand rolls
back if dislodged.

CClleeaanniinnggqquuiirrkkss
■Cleanabathroommirrorwith
shavingcream, thenwipewith
asoft cloth. It helpsdefog the
mirrorafter showers.
■Shinecopper itemsby rub-
binggentlywithacottonswab
dipped inketchup.Ruboffwith
acottonclothand they’ll gleam.

KKiittcchheennaaiiddss
■Ripengreen tomatoesby
storing theminapaperbag
withanalready ripeapple fora
coupleofdays.
■Speeduppokeyketchupby
insertingaplasticdrinking
straw into thebottle.

—McClatchyNewspapers

LISAKADANE
CALGARYHERALD

O
vermorning coffee,
quiche and homemade
granola in PaulaDo-
zois’s 1963North
Haven bungalow,

Laura Fenniak andRobynBaxter
reminisce about living in London,
England in the 1980s. Asmorning
sun streams through the picture
window and the jazzy vocals of
Corrine Bailey Ray fill the room,
Lisa Carroll arrives andwows the
womenwith pictures of her redec-
orated bedroom.
“I had a bedroomand now I have

a boudoir,” she says proudly, refer-
ring to the luxewall striping and
plush purple bedding.
Thewarmweather soon beck-

ons the group to the sloped,west-
facing backyard, whereRobin Bell
and Sharon Jones catch up on fam-
ily and careerswhile they rip out
weeds from an overgrown bed
with a shovel and pitchfork.
You read right— this gathering

ofwomen isn’t sitting idlewhile
they chat, and they’re not talking
about the latest book club pick, ei-
ther. Instead of holding a glass of
wine and discussingTheKite
Runner over cheese and crackers,
the nine 40-somethingwomen
wield garden tools, paint brushes
or furniture assembly instructions
and talk about lifewhen they come
together for a Saturday every
month to complete a landscaping,
renovation or decorating project.

AROUNDTHE

HOUSE

JEANI READ
CANWESTNEWSSERVICE

So far, 2007 is all about
colour, says decor diva
LyndaReeves. Light,

bright colour. Everywhere.
“It’s almostdizzying,” shesays.

“There’sa lotofcolourcoming
intoourhomes—inthrowpil-
lows, lampshades, coloured
glass, table linens.Everything is
coloured. It’sgettinghard to find
creamorwhite.”
Amid all the chocolate-and-

turquoise combos (on their
way out), the yellows (on their
way in), and the pale blues and
soft greens, there is a newneu-
tral. After years of taupes and
beiges, grey is getting atten-
tion. “It’s an important neu-
tral,” she says.
Sowhat else is newbesides

colour?We asked for Reeves’
top 10 trends for spring/sum-
mer 2007.

1.ECOHOME. “We’re seeing
this everywhere—ecoprod-

ucts that aremanufactured re-
sponsibly,” saysReeves. “Peo-
ple care a lot. They love having
bamboo towels and sheets and
productsmadeof soy andor-
ganic cotton. It feels psycholog-
ically good, but you really have
to check it all out carefully. You
can really buy ‘green’ or you
can just buy the colour green.
Pay attention.”

2.INTOTHEWOODS. This
is related to eco home, but

is all about actualwood. “Tree-
stump tables andwoodwith
the bark still on is a big trend,”
says Reeves. “We’re touching
the forest in our ownhomes.
And there’s a special edginess
in putting something like this
in amodern space. There’s a
tension there, andwe like that.”

3.PAINTEDFURNITURE.
This is one of themost pop-

ularways to bring colour into
the house, says Reeves. Simple
furniture is being lacquered to
a high finish. The furniture can
be old or new, and can be
painted in pastels, inwhite or
grey—or a surprising shade.
“If you see one orange table, or
red— it’s a big statement,” says
Reeves. “Paint it yourself with
enamel paint, or if youwant
true lacquer, send it out to a
spray booth— it’s too hard to
do on your own. You need the
paint really smooth.Mix it in
with your other furniture. You
can play.”

4.PRINTS. Printed fabrics
and printedwallpaper are

huge. “It’s big, coloured prints
on creamorwhite,” says
Reeves. “It’s big, happy prints
on duvets, throwpillows and
drapes. It’s not the ditzy little
prints of the past.”

Fromeco-decor toprints, here’s
10 trends for spring/summer

AngusMcRitchie, CanWestNewsService
After your closet organizers are neat and tidy, you can take
off the doors for that boutique feeling.

When eight friends
pool their skills and
energy, it’s amazing

what they can
accomplish
in aweekend
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BEFORE
Dozois’ backyardwas
overgrownand in need
ofweeding.

Topphoto: ColleenDeNeve, CalgaryHerald
Right: Lisa Kadane, CalgaryHerald

AFTER
PaulaDozois, far left, recently
benefited from the hardwork
of her fellowRenoClub
members after they
re-landscapedher yard.
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Whenother people’s children
behave badly
SeePageG3

SAVVYHOST

West Springs $695,000

Aspen Estates $1,995,000

159 Aspen Meadows Place, SW
Spectacular walkout bungalow, this
stunning 5700 s.f. has it all: dramatic
open plan, soaring ceilings, walkout w/
dual staircases flanking massive stone
fireplace, gym, wine cellar, theatre, spa,
doggie shower & oversize triple garage!

161 Wentworth Park, SW
Big pie lot, like your own private park,
incredible landscaping with large pond &
waterfall, bridge, heritage stone patios,
deck, fire-pit & an aspen grove! 2000 s.f.
2-storey with developed basement, 2000
s.f., total 4 bdrms, cul-de-sac location.

Strathcona $650,000

57 Strathlea Grove, SW
Huge pie lot on child-friendly cul-de-
sac, 2140 s.f. home + dev’d basement
(almost 3000’), 3 + 1 bdrms & den with
French doors, vaulted bonus room, 2 f/p,
Island kitchen, extensive hardwood &
tile floors, Oversized double garage.

Discovery $1,395,000

35 Discovery Valley Cove, SW
Perfect family home, 2845 s.f. + dev’d
walkout basement, on a pie lot, backing
directly onto Griffiths Woods Park. 4 + 2
bdrms, main floor den, soaring ceilings,
granite counters, beautiful landscaping
& tranquil views, triple garage.

Springbank Hill $569,000

218 Springbank Villas, SW
Carefree villa living, close to shops, park
& golfing, bungalow with loft + dev’d
bsmnt - almost 2200 s.f. of living space,
stylish, like new condition, 2 bdrms, slate
floor, granite counters, vaulted ceiling, 2
fireplaces, wet bar & Murphy bed!

Strathcona $1,150,000

66 Strathridge Grove, SW
Much sought after location, one of the
best streets on the west side, backing
west onto the ravine, 2500 s.f. 2-storey,
3 bdrms & main floor den, plus walkout
basement with newly developed wet bar,
4th bedroom & r.i. media room.

Discovery $549,000

#302, 10 Discovery Ridge Hill SW
Stylish & spacious townhouse with
double garage, over 1700 s.f. of luxurious
living space, 3 bedrooms & 3 baths,
tranquil location facing onto a large
greenbelt & a short walk to Griffith’s
Woods Park & the river, and shops.

West Springs $850,000

25 West Cedar Point, SW
Spectacular executive home, 2996 s.f.,
on quiet cul-de-sac w/ south backyard,
unique open plan w/ vaulted great room
open to beautiful wrap around upper
gallery & loft, 3 bdrms, den + loft, master
bdrm & 6-pc ensuite w/ fireplace.

West Springs $499,000

59 West Springs Close, SW
Charming heritage style 1726 s.f. home
w/ front veranda & south backyard, quiet
cul-de-sac. Features gleaming hardwood
floors, white country kitchen, main floor
den, formal dining room, 3 bedrooms,
sunny deck, no maintenance vinyl fence.

Strathcona $799,000

28 Strathlea Place, SW
Location, location, location - backing onto
the ravine & into a tranquil grove of trees!
This hillside bungalow offers a total of
almost 2700 s.f. of living space, 1 + 2
bedrooms, open plan, sunny, + developed
walkout basement. Triple garage.


