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MARY BETH BRECKENRIDGE .

MCcCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS It Only takGS one
t’s Saturday. What are you plan- weekend to give your
ning to do with your weekend? h ome a new 100k

Maybe you’ll spend thoseprecious
free hours sprawled in front of the
TV, prowling the shopping mall or
cultivating a virtual relationship in an
Internet chat room.
Or you can give your home a whole

new look.

Sound ambitious? Maybe. But

So get your work clothes on. We're
about to get busy.

Tile abacksplash

A kitchen backsplash — the space be-
we’ve gathered ideas from interior tween the counter and the bottom of the
designers for changes that can cupboards — is prime decorating real
make a big decorative impact fora  estate. It’s highly visible yet fairly small,
relatively small effort. All can be so it’s a great place for making big style
accomplished in the space of a difference with a minimal investment of
weekend — or at least areason-  time and money.
able number of days, if you're Home-improvement stores often give
less than speedy. workshops on tiling backsplashes or you
can learn how to do it from a home-im-
provement book from the library.

A typical-sized backsplash, using
porcelain tiles that resembled
stone, costs less than $250 for
supplies.

The design possibilities are
many, says interior designer
Pamela Bayer. Tile stores sell a
tempting array of tiles, but even
N\ the big-box home stores have

hip choices such as slate
and tumbled marble.
Bayer is partial to stain-
less steel tiles, and you
can drop in a few
glass tiles for accent,
she said.

One word of
warning: If you
have to remove
existing tile first,
count on the pro-
ject taking consid-
erably longer. You
might find your-
self taking off dry-
wall with the tiles,

so you’ll have to
repair the sub-
strate first.

Bathroom grout

On the topic of tile,
it’s not uncommon for
homeowners to be stuck
with bathroom tile that
went out of style decades
ago.

If new tile’s not in your
budget, Bayer suggested
updating the grout instead.

Some home-improvement

stores and tile stores sell
colourants — coatings that

cover existing grout almost like
paint. You can match the old
grout to freshen it, or you can ap-
ply an entirely new colour to give
the room a little punch.

The grout needs to be sound for
colourant to be applied. You just clean
the existing tile, squeeze the colourant
on or dab it on with a brush, and then
scrub any excess off the tiles when it
dries.

Create a photo wall

Just about everyone has boxes of fam-
ily photos stashed away. Bring those
treasured photos into the open and dress
up a plain wall at the same time by creat-
ing a wall collage, suggested Jim Warner
of ].D. Warner Interiors in Stow, Ohio.

Frames can be had inexpensively, and
you can choose styles that match or a
variety of styles, he said. Have mats cut
to fit photos and frames, or use a com-
puter to size the photos to the openings
of precut mats. Warner likes the look of
photos in sepia tones or black and
white, which can also be done with
photo editing software.

SEE SPLASH, PAGE G2

Springbank Hill $589,000

Samcorea

Marketing your home
for all it’s worth™

Wildwood $799,000

Elbow Valley $1,450,000

218 Springbank Villas

Bungalow villa, like a showhome, open
plan, vaulted ceilings, granite counters,
slate floors, wrought iron spindles, 1459
s.f. + developed bsmt. lofted family room,
master bdrm on main + 2nd bdrm/den in
bsmt w/ Murphy bed. Backing greenbelt.

403-870-8811
www.samsluxuryhomes.com

REMIX’

HOUSE OF REAL ESTATE

100 Wedgewood Drive, SW

Open House Sunday 2-4. Rebuilt from
the basement up! Almost 1500 s.f.
bungalow, A+ location, north of Spruce
Drive, like new, oak kitchen, granite
counters, hardwood, stainless steel
appliances, 3 + 2 bedrooms, big lot!

323 Diamond Willow Point

Perfect location, quiet cul-de-sac, backing
onto creek and ravine with beautiful
views, 2600 s.f. bungalow + an extra 2300
s.f. developed in the walkout basement,
vaulted main floor, spectacular kitchen
w/ curved centre island, 1 + 4 bedrooms.

AROUND THE

HOUSE

Isistime toretire
that old mower?

ENVIRONMENT ¢ The Home
Depot Canada, in conjunction
with the Clean Air Foundation,
is winding up its annual Mow
Down Pollution campaign this
weekend, April 28 and 29.
Calgarians are invited to re-
tire their older, less-efficient
lawn mowers and trimmers at
any The Home Depot location
in exchange for rebates of up to
$100 toward the purchase of a
cleaner alternative. Old mow-
ers and trimmers will be recy-
cled responsibly by the Clean
Air Foundation's partners.
When investing in a new
mower, the Mow Down Pollu-
tion campaign recommends the
following:
M Cut grass under your own
power with a push mower, an
emission-free, noise-free and
lighter-weight alternative.
M For larger lawns, choose an
electric mower; they're better
for the air and quieter. Though
they still use energy, the amount
of power needed over an aver-
age summer accounts for less
than $5 worth of electricity.
M If you must go foragas
model, choose one with a four-
stroke rather than two-stroke
engine. Gas mowers that re-
quire four piston strokes to
complete the engine’s combus-
tion cycle are a cleaner choice.
M Finally, plan to mow during
cooler times of the day. Plug-
ging in an electric mower dur-
ing periods that typically see air
conditioners working overtime
— think late afternoon — un-

necessarily strains the grid.
— Calgary Herald

Buhran opens
second store

ON THE MOVE ¢ Zubin Gille-
spie’s Far East travels have in-
spired him to move west. The
owner of Buhran Gallery off 17th
Avenue S.W. is opening a sec-
ond store in Canmore on May
10, located at 802 Main St.

The store will carry the same
style of antiques and tribal car-
pets found in the Calgary
gallery, all sourced by Gillespie
on his trips to Afghanistan, Pak-
istan, India and China. For more,
go to Buhrangallery.com or call

1-877-398-9794.
— Calgary Herald

Green guide
to cleaning

BOOK ¢ Consumers looking to
go green should read labels, ac-
cording to Linda Mason Hunter,
co-author of the 2005 book
Green Clean: The Environmen-
tally Sound Guide to Cleaning
Your Home (with Mikki Halpin,
Melcher Media, $17.95).

The author’s website,
www.hunterink.com, lists these
words and phrases:

M Biodegradable in three to five
days

M Plant-based

M Hypoallergenic

Ml Nonflammable

H Contains no phosphates

M Contains no chlorine

H Contains no petroleum prod-
ucts

M Contains no ammonia, acids,
alkalis, solvents, nitrates or bo-
rates

M Formulated without dye or

synthetic fragrance.
— The Washington Post

Strathcona $1,500,000

P

58 Strathridge Grove, SW

Ideal location, backing the ravine,
fabulous home, 3426 s.f. + developed
walkout basement, triple garage, soaring
ceilings, grand curved staircase, arched
doors, chef’s kitchen, 3 + 1 bedrooms,
executive’s dream den w/ oak built-ins.

AA618484




